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A SHRIMP BETWEENFIGHTING WHALES ...

IN THIS UNIT ...

e Proverbs
¢ Review of main grammatical forms of the Korean written language
e Reporting what people have said

In this Unit, we look at a handful of Korean proverbs, drawn from the world of nature, and review
the main grammatical forms of the written language we studied in Unit 7, since these proverbs are
usually presented as part of the written, rather than the spoken, Korean language. We also look at
various ways to tell other people what people have said to us.

1 Proverbs

Few aspects of_Iangua_lge_ are more interesting than prove_rbs_, Not OIBTES: « 112 = whale
because they provide an insight into other people’s way of thinking, bute x1< = fightinge 1 =
also because they so often reflect our own folk wisdom. The examplesshrimpe S = backe &1 x]- =
below are among the most common in the Korean language. We strongiplodes 5t = daye = =

H H XH = I vy =
recommend you take time to memorise them, because a well-chosen | SPSec Al =birde =t =
nighte Z = mouses &- =

proverb can give great pleasure to speakers and listeners alike. listene 7§ 2] = frog
e 23 o] = tadpolee &= = uw)
Y] P R=1 e = g RTl, = time, occasiom K& 0] =
1. 1=l M=ol M2 S Xttt monkeye L1E = treo
2. e U e e FHU E =1 e Wolx|- =fall out of e - =
P - evene --- VST - (@)= w7}
3. 7i+te] &80l & AZ &5 it ¢1- = There are times when
1= N - — w =] o) e S EO] = tigero Al = X}7]
4. F=SO| % LR A HOJZE w7} T} = one’s owne 2+5}- = speak
5. 20| & A 25 LT e A 23} = To mention of it
e L} - =come out

FURTHER NOTES:

1. Literally, “When whales fight the shrimp’s back gets brok&here’s no common English equivalent — perhaps
the nearest would bdt’s always the little guy that gets huttThis expression is frequently quoted in modern
history books, and is a standard way of describing how Korea, the ‘shrimp’, has frequently been caught up in
battles between the neighbouring ‘whales’ of Japan, China and others.

2. Literally, “Birds hear what's said during the day, and mice hear what'’s said at riditere’s always someone
listening, so watch what you say Even walls have earswhen we want to say that something is very hush
hush we can just say| = M= 22 #) ..., which is equivalent toKeep this under your héit.

3. Literally, “The frog cannot remember that it has been a tadpol&is is to tell us to be modest, and is similar
to “The parish priest forgets that ever he has been holy water (parish).tlerk

4. Literally, “Even monkeys fall out of trees at tinfeBhere is no commonly used English equivalent. The idea is,
of course, that even the most experienced of operators can slip up. One simple situation calling for its use would
be, for example, if your Korean instructor made an unintentional spelling error in Hangeul!

5. Literally, “The tiger comes out at the mention of his ndntequivalent to English Speak of the devil (and he
will appear)”
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2 Some Useful Words

0] Hglo] without reason EIA=Y whale

=) 74X till late i bird

o}77} a short time ago 7R 2] frog

oF approximately =gie] tadpole

TIAl = after a moment o= peanuts

L= again == inside

&E- narrow, cramped =1 back (body part)
Y- broad, wide, vast 7cl’7]- river bank
o=t beautiful A fishing rod

o) 2}5}- strange (Lit. strangely) A= a fight

3 Reporting What People Have Said

Let us now look at ways to report what people have said to us. Before we do, it might be an idea to
remind ourselves of how we make the distinction between direct speech and reported speech in Englist

Direct speech Reported speech
‘Get out!" he said. — He told me to get out.
'Do you like Korean?’ he asked. He asked me if | liked Korean.

As we can see, the shape of sentences is transformed a good deal when we are reporting what peoy
have said, rather than directly quoting them. This is true in Korean as well, and so in this section we’ll
be concentrating on learning to make transformations like this smoothly.

3.1 Direct Speech

When we are quoting directly what people have said, we can say

R B =15 TS Y
2}l

5}al andglal are interchangeable, though
5}al tends to be preferred.

EXAMPLES
B2 %0]|Ad A7F2: Aol Q) oal o L. “This is the book that | wrote,” he said.

Tt e AE] Q12?7 SHAL Bl RV =N 2.
“Don’t you find Korean songs interesting?” Tae-U asked.
BHA A S “TIA] B R Qo) FAlQ Bt WSk ol 2.
“Please read it to me again,” Mrs Park said.
‘719, o] At ? 2lal A G = U O] L. “Wellthen, shall we go?” Seon-Yeong sai.

© G Shin 2012-2015 57



A 10 2}

3.2 Reported Speech (1): Said

When reporting what people have said, we can say:

--- VST - (TENSE) -tha1 310 Q. I

Note however when (1) reporting actions in the present tense, (2) reporting equation and
identification in the present tense, ie, when the vedd| & /o] oll /ol ol &, and (3) reporting any
statement in the future tense involving the use ef}& 7ol &, modifications such as below have to
be made.

AVST - (=) - thal ol g,
NOUN - (1)
VST - (2)= A

- 214l o K.

EXAMPLES

oL = o] UX|7F LR Tl O] L. Annie said this kimchi's too hot.
N5 AQNR7FAImTia] 310 Q. Everybody said that Seon-Yeong is pretty.
L=

VS
LS| Al7ro] A tal RO He said he was free in the afternoon.

§

MFe ?:] X7 F o F il SOl L. Seon-Yeong said the kimchi had been too hot.

1 AFE Y FloA F A Tal 3 O] Q. She said that she would take a rest at home tomorrow,

glolH| E= XA AHZE stalo]] ZIT}al 3 0] K. David said that he goes to school by bicycle.
gloju]| == XA ZE shalo]] ZFTlal 31 O] Q. David said that he went to school by bicycle.
H = ATAIEIE & HE=TH] O] Q. Tae-U said he likes spaghetti.

FIL 2| R = o] A o] L X]2}al 3] O] L. Kylie said it was an orange.

B Y2 A £E2 Mokl O] K. Mrs Park said it was a good book.
71 2}al 3} O] .. David said that he wouldn't eat any kimchi.

K=Y

=
molEME WY ¥t B At fole.
Mr Mason said that he is going to see a movie tomorrow.

Note also that the topic market/+= in the ‘source’ statement changesitp~t, or £/Z, when it
becomes reported speech. That is, someone’s statément = Au] Lol L will be reported as1
AFEE S o7 Aln| Qlttal 310 K. This is because the topic is not in general expressed in an
embeddedentence.
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3.3 Reported Speech (2): Asked

When reporting what people have asked, we can say:

.- VST - (TENSE) -L}31 3001 Q. I

When the question we report involves the verh/-0]oll K, we can say:
Note that when the tense is present and the

NOU N - (O]) noun ends in a consonant, we use NOUN -
— o]LEal o] 2. Otherwise, NOUN 1}31
951 - L’]::ﬂ- 9])4\ O‘] . ol . When the tense is past and the noun
NOU N - ends in a consonant, we use NOUN -
olod
] o]AEal 31 o] . Otherwise, NOUN -
QFLFAL ol Q.
EXAMPLES
OFFEHU = LX) 7FWLE o Q. She asked if the Gimchi was hot.
St=2o]] & X UL} B[ LESL RO L. They asked me how long it is since | came to Korea.
AT E UIAI A LEALR O L. They asked me if I would have a cup of coffee.
W J3E & Aol 1ol L. He asked me if we were going to see a movie tomorrow,

A g= O|A] F<& Bt LLEAL § Ji-Su asked what video this is.

;AR
Bl = O|A <& AEO0|LEAl SRO| K.  Tae-U asked what novel this is.

B AH0|1GLES O] Q. He asked me what novel it was.
BBt ULl ol L. He asked me what video it was.

3.4 Reported Speech (3): Proposed

When we report what people have proposed, or suggested, we can say

- AVST - x}a1 3ol 2|

EXAMPLES

wkg) W 5] Rloj] 7HREaL SOl L. He suggested we finish eating quickly and go home.

=
14 ]15] 2 St= A4S XAl O] L. Theteacher suggested that we read Korean novels.

3.5 Reported Speech (4): Ordered, Advised

When reporting what people have ordered or advised, we can say

. AVST- () - 23 Fol K. |

EXAMPLES

JHE Z4AIsheral ol L. He told us to be careful of the dog.

Lnlg 7R 7T R EZ O 2 Solrlelal flol 2.
They told us to go straight to the end and turn right.

W) Hoegtal o, She told me to eat quickly.
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3.6 Reported Speech (5): Requested
When we report what people have requested, we can say
VST - o}/o]

.. .5l

This is the situation where people use the expressior:&1/- - -3 A1 2 and by definition they
are the benefactors of our response (if we respond positively of course).

Se B ol Q.

EXAMPLES
Z1S)|= “AHE & B FAI L. 5Fal H3 O] Q. Jin-Hui said, “Please show me the photos.”
RS = ARl & B g2lal 3ol . Jin-Hui asked me to show her the photos.
RS R & dol FAK) 5t wEshalol 2.
Mrs Hong said, “Please open the door.”
=44 IE] 28BS & o] ‘:E]'E]'_ﬂ SIE O L. Mrs Hong asked us to open the window.

However, there are situations where people use the expressidi/- - -5 A1 K, and thus make
a request, but they themselves are not necessarily the benefactors of our response. If this is the case, the
verb - remains as it is.

EXAMPLES

Z15] = “o] AFTIE Bl RS B FEA| Q" 5ol A L.
Jin-Hui said, “Please show these photos to Tae-U.”

Z18]= O] ARl Bl THE RO FEHal A L.
Jin-Hui told us to show the photos to Tae-U (for the benefit of Tae:U).

Note that the choice betweeéh- and=- in the reported speech is not an accident. Consider the
following two examples, and see if you can tell what is going on, that is, who is the benefactor?.

A= o1F L == 292131 O] L. Yesterday he told me to give him the money all day long.

=
FSl= =5 X|S5TH| F2tal 1O L. Jin-Hui asked me to give the money to Ji-Su.

4 Some More Useful Words

- have a rest =0}3- release

o] X]- fall out of =] - get bent

M} - fight 2k(o]) |- get fat, gain weight

E] X]- blow up,explode =- bite

- fish (verb) =17]- be bitten, be caught

A 7]- happen Q- hang, hook

I ol - do away with, getrid of | & ¢]- be hung, be hooked

=0 £9]- lift up A Z}F5)- think

TH WY - take out M2 ] - ... strikes me as (Lit. be thought)
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5 Reading a Story ...

Let’s read the following passage.

oAl B ERI7E Aol A WHAIE BHAL 9l S BT I ARe
U 31718 FEA AATH oFF 2 317191 21 ZATh WA 7} S $ o]
ALTE HAINE B0l SHSW, B o} F 231 ko] A 117171 B
ATh TP, I ARSI 31718 ol FAch

FA & E 317171 AR bt Eol & uYIRTH Y 2 1719k 1
gAk= S 318 WATH el 1 31718 B0 R

OF5 I & I pHIlE] & WITh oMol olF A2 317IiTh 1
gAbs 31718 25 Hol EUTh 7]Ro] ol E2 2 Pt

ol A B3 QUE L= & o] &5HAl M ZhEl ol A, 1 Rt Al BT

‘o], & 317] ol £, 9 AL 117]8 Fola?”

1 GRHE Lol Al ol 2 A WL

“Ui7} 7121 Feto] Mol Aropa] e

2GR P Soll ] Jhal X e 7] Beto] M Sht AU Lholl Al
RO FACh

Language Notes

o7} a short time ago
3}= W-: 'show’ one’s anger
3}7} L1 angry

oF

e 7AU-: take out
e H o] ZF-: show

e Zr7}: river bank e 2F: approximately

e U}E]: just at that time e 5 1 = after five minutes

e T AItH: fishing rod e - fish (verb)

e |- get bent o 42| basket

e 0] 27]- liftup e =:inside

e 1} as expected, indeed e X131 2 ... ... who were watching

e 2ro] X]-: get fat, gain weight e O|2}5}A): strange (Lit. strangely)

e =2]-: be caught, be bitten o MZtE]-: .. strikes me as (Lit. be thought)
e =-: bite o =-:ask

e =0} =-: release e o}L]: Well (interjection the speaker uses
e ZIA| =: after a moment when something unexpected has just

e It: again happened)

e Z¥]-: be hung, be hooked e X 18] X]-: get pressed/squeezed out of
e Z-: hang, hook shape

®

®

[ ]
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