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THE WORLD OF NATURE

IN THIS UNIT ...

• The Zodiac Animals (��)
• Expressions relating to nature
• ‘This’ or ‘that’
• Some Auxiliary Verbs

In this Unit we look at the world of nature – the animal kingdom and describing natural scenery. We
learn how to describe the natural environment in Australia and also in Korea.

1 Conversation: Korean wildlife

Robert is talking to@��­ about Korean wildlife.

Robert: ẃ�<QT<VpÙ�#T�ëõ>µ�¦��¤÷��� ó̈Ì#Tx§?

@��­: >µ�¦����x§? ...¥ëa��x§,óê. ...5�s¦ ó̈Ìq�,q�:GV��s¦ ó̈Ìq� ...

Robert: ����x§, ��½õ>µ�¦��¥ëRq�,Ü� ó̈Ì©ëa��x§, � ...<OX,����¡ëZvÞ�
>µ�¦����x§.

@��­: ��,��M�û>µ�¦����x§?¢íWFmx§.

Robert: ẃ�<QT<VpÙ�~³6FV����2�×��x§?

@��­: ²�ú¢ëR<VpÙ� ó̈Ì2�ÌpÙ�7L��<SXvÞ�2�×#Tr¼õ��Ã¡ëZ��x§.¦��rý»,>µ�¦���Eá<V
���¾õ¥ëa�� ó̈Ì��ńPx§ ...

Robert:  �8�x§?��M�û~³6FV��pÙ�Ü�2�×#Tà%Ì#Tx§?

@��­: ¢íWFmx§.�­��������BFVvÞ�D��vÞ�7Lq¼õ����¥ëa��"X �.�Ê��
ë̈a©÷���x§?������:R����¡ëZvÞ�oî�<VpÙ���;N½s¦~³6FV���� ó̈Ì©÷�
��<Wx§.

Robert: #U�­
�q�=��7�pÙ�#TDJx§?��;N½s¦ ó̈Ì��x§?

@��­: ¢íWFmx§,#U�­
�q�=��7�s¦��<SXvÞ���ÂÔ2�×#Tà%Ì©÷���<Wx§.��6FSs¦
��6FS����ńP,<O[B�DJsë�<V¥ëR��<Vx§.

Robert:  �ÛíÁ,��¢�W<V��s¦ �̈"Xvë�5�0
Àt«2�×Ã%Ì63x§.

@��­: 63, �$\ ḱPHÕºvë��½õ��ńPy¦9NÁ
�;Vx§.
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Language Notes

• >µ�¦��: animal
• <OX: bear
• ����: lion
• ;NÁB��: beast
• ��M�û: wild
• ~³6FV��: tiger
• >µ�¦���Eá: zoo
• 2�×#T��-: disappear; cf.2�×- (there

isn’t/aren’t ...) 2�×<�- (to get rid of)
• BFV: land
• D��-: be narrow
• q¼õ��: population
• ¥ëa-: be many
• àí½-: be few
• ��:R����: Siberia
• #U�­: fox
• =��7�: wolf
• ��¢�W: country side
• �̈1ýÂ-: scary
• ḱPHÕº: violence; ḱPHÕº
�-: be violent
• vë��½õ��: driver
• y¦9NÁ
�-: take care of

• NOUN - (��)x§?: Similar to“Did you say
NOUN?”

• · · ·,óê: Similar to “· · ·, I suppose.” (By
saying “· · ·,óê” the speaker is indicating
that “· · ·” is not a very important piece of
information.)

• NOUN¥ëRq�: not NOUN ...
• Ü� ó̈Ì©ëa��x§: Similar to “... you know ...”

(The literal meaning of this expression is
“why do you say you don’t know it (or there
aren’t any of it)?”)

•  � ...: Similar to “... uhm ...”
• ¦��rý»: of course
• oî�: place(��:R����¡ëZvÞ�oî�: places like

Siberia)
• ����: perhaps, probably
• ��;N½ vs��;N½s¦: yetvs still
• ��ÂÔ: almost
• “��6FSs¦��6FS����ńP”: “People may be a

problem but what is worse is ...”
• <O[B�DJsë�<V: because of air pollution
• 0
Àt«: not particularly

2 Animals

÷í rat/mouse ���� lion

~³6FV�� tiger ����כ} elephant

|«�� rabbit ��B�� deer

C¶� dragon <OX bear

L�ø snake #U�­ fox

¥ëR horse =��7� wolf

�EáB���� monkey/ape 3FV���� puppy

¦��q��� fish ;��� · · · the young of animals

M�û�¥¾ (edible salt-water) fish <�ckB>µ�¦�� pet

9FV#T shark ��M�û>µ�¦�� wild animal

;� bird >µ�¦���Eá zoo
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3 Some Verbs and Others

ïÓ2
Â- cute 9FV;NÄ
�- symbolise

ḱPHÕº
�- violent, wild ��q�
�- compare, contrast

ö�åZø
�- dangerous ��ÂÔ almost, nearly

q́P�½õ
�- safe q¼õ619NÁ patience, endurance

��q�àí½��- sociable ~³��9NÁ curiosity

y¦9NÁ
�- take caution �� zodiac sign, belt, sash

D����- kill Þ¶ÄØI½ character, natural disposition

2�×#T��- disappear vë�;V luck, fortune

4 The Zodiac Animals (��)

Koreans use the symbolical animals of the Chinese zodiac calendar in much the same way as
Westerners use zodiacal signs. Depending upon what year we were born in, we come under the
influence of a certain animal. Our personality traits are associated with that animal, eg those born in the
year of the ox are said to be hard-working, those born in the year of the tiger are said to be brave, etc,
and our fortunes are influenced by our sign as well. The symbolic animals go in cycles of twelve.
Consult the following list to see which sign you come under.

1960 - 1972 - 1984 ÷í��

1961 - 1973 - 1985 w���

1962 - 1974 - 1986 ~³6FV����/ÝíÁ��

1963 - 1975 - 1987 |«����

1964 - 1976 - 1988 C¶���

1965 - 1977 - 1989 L�ø��

1966 - 1978 - 1990 ¥ëR��

1967 - 1979 - 1991 :GV��

1968 - 1980 - 1992 �EáB������

1969 - 1981 - 1993 £ëb��

1970 - 1982 - 1994 5���

1971 - 1983 - 1995 ×é����

Useful Sentences

1. ��pÙ�÷íy¼õ7L, �̈uÙ���<Wx§? My sign’s the mouse. What’s yours?

2. ÷í��pÙ�Þ¶ÄØI½��#TDJx§? How’s the mouse’s disposition?

3. ��C¹� �̈ ÷í��vë�;V��#TDJx§? What do they say about the mouse’s fortune next week?
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5 Some More Useful Words

���̈ tree ��6FS wind

��s��ó̈É leaves Þ¶Á island

®�½ grass ó�s¦ peninsula

¤�� stone 7�?Øº continent

~³�̈ lake ;V9FV the (human) world

3FV river ;V5� the (physical) world, the earth

È*ṕP volcano ¡óÀ- long

��r¼õ earthquake ³ëd- short

��7FO desert <W¥ü½¤÷�- give an example

BFV earth, land q¼õ<O[ artificial, man-made


�£ò� sky q¼õ�� population

<O[�� air, atmosphere s¦�� city

��?Ù¾ cloud ẃ���vë�7L<V at the centre of

6 This or that ...

When we want to link two (or more) alternatives we say

NOUN1 - (��)�� NOUN2

EXAMPLES

������$\������Æs¬ª"���x§. Either this or that will do.

=��7���#U�­��u¦�̈ö�åZøB�x§. Wolves or foxes – they are all dangerous.

ẃ�<QT#T��D��<QT#T�� ó̈Àtø�#T¥ü½<O[�­
�;Vx§. Study Korean, Chinese or Japanese.

�½õßî½����GÕÁßî½������#T�Oö�x§. Translating or interpreting – they’re both difficult.

When the alternatives involve verbs we say

· · · VST1 -���� · · · VST2 · · ·

EXAMPLES

;FS©÷�������C¹�:FO©÷�¤÷�x�;Vx§. Go to bed or listen to music.

|«x§ó̈À<VpÙ�x§��¥ü½
����� �6NÁ©÷� ��Ox§. On Saturdays I cook or paint.

ó̈Àx§ó̈À<VpÙ� P̧ô©÷� ó̈Ð����àíÄ�Eá������¥ü½B�x§. On Sundays I read or do gardening.

¢íWFmx§,s¦"X\dB<V"X<O[�­
�����vë�>µ�;FV<V"XE×º��¥ü½
�q� ó̈Ì©÷���<Wx§.
Well, he might be studying in the library or playing soccer at the sports ground.
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7 Some Auxiliary Verbs

7.1 I have done and put it aside

When we want to show that we’ve done something for later use, not for immediate use, we can say AVST -��/#T
· · ·B�


 £��ë̂̈#Tx§.
�̈2�Ì#Tx§.


EXAMPLES

��Ţû�� ¢̧pÙ�0�À-h��£��ë̂̈#Tx§. I’ve already bought the plane ticket (for my upcoming trip).

ĺP#TpÙ���Â�ö� �̈2�Ì#Tx§. I’ve already memorised the words (for later use).

���̈ẃ�@R¥ëRB� �̈2�Ì#Tx§. I’ve already had a word with Jisu (about some pending matter).

P̧ôvÞ�<}���£��ë̂̈#Tx§. I found the book and it’s with me. And I’ll look at it later).

7.2 It’s become ...

When we want to focus attention on a process of change, we can say DVST -��/#T
· · ·B�

 -à%Ì#Tx§.

EXAMPLES

ẃ�<QT#T��¥ëa��#T�Oö�à%Ì#Tx§. Korean has become more difficult for me.

¥ëR�����̈±ëR��à%Ì#Tx§. He’s now speaking much faster.

¢ëR����¥ëa���­ö�à%Ì#Tx§. It’s become much colder.

P̧ô��2�×#Tà%Ì#Tx§. The book’s disappeared.

7.3 I’ve finished them all!

When we want to focus attention on the completeness or thoroughness of an action we can say AVST -��/#T
· · ·B�

!TÞîÌ#Tx§.

EXAMPLES

�­�®pÙ�=V����Üí½#T!TÞîÌ#Tx§. I’ve finished the milk.

��q́P®"�����.:NÅ#T!TÞîÌ#Tx§. I’m sorry. I (completely) forgot.

:NÅ#T!T��;Vx§. Forget it! / Put it out of your mind!

 ��¾õ��±ëR���­%]!T��;Vx§. Post this letter quickly!
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8 Some Sentences

1. <OXvÞ� ḱPHÕºẃ�;NÁB����<Vx§.y¦9NÁ
�;Vx§.

2. ���®,�/�̈ïÓ#Uö�x§.

3. q�:GV��ÂÔ;���pÙ� ‘;���q�:GV��’��ńP,5�ÂÔ;���pÙ� ‘3FV����’<Wx§.

4. ��,ö�åZøB�x§!

5. q́P�½õ=Vó̈À

6. ØH½àíÄ
�����;Vx§.#U��pÙ� q́P�½õB�x§.

7. 2�×<�����;Vx§.��D��<V³ò���<Wx§.

8.  �s¦�� ẃ���vë�7L<Vq¼õ<O[~³�̈�� ó̈Ì#Tx§.

9. CJ}¹Zẃ�
�£ò�,CJ}¹Zẃ�<O[��,CJ}¹Zẃ�¦��...#U��pÙ����̈§ëR��ª��vÞ�����<Wx§.

10.��¤��vÞ�<}���9FV
�5�M�ûØIÌ63x§.

11.��s��ó̈É��¥ëa��:�À#Tà%Ì63x§.��³Úõ��©÷���<Vx§.

12. ���6FSvÞ�;V9FV ó̈À©÷�©ëR¦����x§.

13.$\q�:GV��pÙ�÷í¥ü½©ëRD��#Ux§.

14. ���6FSvÞ���	�<V"X:�À#T$Y"XD��2�Ì#Tx§.

15. q́P�½õ��¥ü½
�;Vx§.

16.~³�̈pÙ�BFVvÞ����̈,÷Ò��ńP,q¼õ��pÙ�àí½#Tx§.

17. ẃ�<QTvÞ�BFV��D��q���6FS��¥ëavÞ�����<Wx§.

Translations

1.Bearsareviolentanimals.Becareful.2.Gee,it’s
cute!3.Wecalltheyoungofcats‘ ;���q�:GV��’,but
theyoungofdogs‘3FV����’.4.Ah!It’sdangerous.5.
SafetyFirst6.Don’tworry.It’ssafehere.7.Don’tget
ridofit.I’lluseitlater.8.There’saman-madelakeat
thecentreofthecity.9.Cleansky,cleanair,clean
water...Thisisaverygoodcountrytolivein.10.This

isaverystrangestone!11.Therearesomanyfallen
leaves!Itsurelyisautumn!12.He’sveryignorantof
theworld.13.Thatcatisagoodmouser.14.Hefell
offatrainandwaskilled.15.Pleasefastenyoursafety
belt.16.Australiaishugeinarea,buthasasmall
population.17.Koreaissmallinareaanddensein
population.
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