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THE DIPLOMA OF A.S.T.C.

Its Status and the N.S.W. University of Techmnology

The legal recognition of the Diploma of Assoc iateship of the Sydney Technical College has been one
in the aims of the S.T.C. Union since its inception, and it is felt that both students and graduates and the public
generally should know where we stand today—in view of the progress made with the N.5.W. University of

Technology.

Today, the tax paying public has voiced approval of the
formation of the new university because they see in it an ex-
pansion in the field of higher education which will parallel the
vastly changing social and economic life of the country itself. Its
formation was considered a step in the right direction, and the
man in the street, agreeing that such an institution was necessary,
accepted the costly burden of its formation and maintenance not
knowing (a) why it was formed and (b) what it would do for the

community when formed.

THE 8.T.C. DIPLOMA,

When originally instituted the
S.T1.C. Diplomas were intended to
fill the great gap between Univer-
sity and Technical Trade education
They were to provide a means
whereby those people who were un-
able to attend the University (in
their thousands), could attain a
technical education of professional
standard while still employed in
industry (and in the Civil Services.
This was a need which was felt by
industry itself as well as by indi-
viduals. As the standard of the
Diplomas grew higher, professional
institutions saw fit to allow S.T.C.
graduates the necessary qualifica-
tions for membership by virtue of
their S.T.C, Diplomas alone. To-
day, industry is also willing to ac-
cept the S.T.C. diplomate on an
equal footing with a holder of a
University degree., Thus, although
not paralleled in most other coun-
tries states of Australia, the
S.T.C. with its present high stand-
ard of diploma courses does fill an
important need of the community,
and the establishment of full time
courses at the new University of
Technology does not and cannot,
fill this need by providing full time
courses which can be availed of by
the merest fraction only of the
number of the students now en-
gaged on diploma courses.

or

As the new University becomes of
more a reality, the Union on behalf
of the students, particularly diplo-
ma students, and of all graduates
has taken steps to make our atti-
tude clear. Couneil has forwarded
a lefter fto the N.S.W. Technical
Bdueation Advisory Couneil, and
has expressed a definite opinion on
these following points:

1. Our Objective.

This Unionson behalf of the stu-
dents still pursues fo its utmost
ability the original objective of ob-
taining by part time study a De-
gree, which will be recognised as a
Degree the world over.

At this point, the Union points
out that it was the original efforts
of S.T.C. students and graduates
in fighting for a just recognition of
their Diplomas which caused the
new University to be established.
However, from its present set up,
it would appear that a third system
of education has been formed which
will (a) Duplicate the present Uni-
versity system; (b) do nothing to
improve the S.T.C. Doploma Cour-
ses, but which will, in faet, ad-
versely effect the status of these
Diplomas Courses without realiz-
ing the chief objective of its in-
auguration i.e. the provision of a

full Degree Course available by
part time study.
On behalf of the students and

graduates of this college, this Union
will protest against the formation
of a system of eduecation which can
in effect do nothing to help the
present systems, and which will be
no more than a burden on the tax-
payer.

Inferior Courses.

The Union will strongly resist
any move on the part of the Uni.
of Technology instituting conrses
of lesser standard than the degree,
and ecalling them Diploma Courses.

It inferior courses are instituted
to provide, for example, qualifica-
tions for membership in professional
institutions, then these courses
should be called Certificate Courses
and not Diploma Courses,

In any case it is unlikely that
any of these institutions wonld ac-

cept a lesser standard than ‘the
present Uni. and Tech. so why
bother with  providing inferior

COurses anyway.

We desire that the AS.T.C. he
1ssued to all present students enrol-
led up to that time when the Tech.
Uni, will provide part time degree
courses, After this time, the A.S.
T.C. will cease to exist, and a de-
grae from the University will be
issued in its place.

Staff Transfers.

Should the staff of the S.T.C. be
taken over by the Tech. Uni., then
the S.T.C. should not run any in-
ferior courses and call them dip-
loma courses. On the matter of staff
transfer feel that if it will
speed the inauguration of part time
degree courses at the new Uni., then
we have no objection.

As regards syllabus, we also feel
that if slight modification will speed
the arrival of® the happy day of
part time degree course, then make
them by alk means. By this we do
not infer that our S.T1.C. Diploma
syllabuses are inferior in any way.
Far from it, but with lots of falk
about subjects like The Humanities,
ete,, we feel that some small modi-
fications may be necessary.

Most students will agree that if
small concessions will speed the
day of realisation of part time de-
gree courses then we should make
them—at the same fime making no
admission of inferiority in onr
S.T.C. Diplomas.

we

Representation.

Seeing that this new Uni. is the
result of action by Diplomates and
students of S.T.C. to obfain legal
status for our diplomas, it is thought
that the Council of the Uni. should
include a representative of the
graduates and af least one repre-
sentative of the S.T.C. administra-
tion., This is only justice, and if
that diplomate representative were
to come from the graduate division
of this Union, then this Union will
see that the best interests of the

students are maintained.
It does well to remember that
there is mnothing quite like our

diplomas, outside of a university,

in any other country in the world.
Hence we are faced with a great
barrier of suspicion, prejudice and
just  plain This barrier
can be hy the
action of the students themselves,

lrnorance.
broken down only

Diploma status is an important
thing in a student’s teeh, life, and
all should support the Union in ils
fight,

Recently, an overseas chemist of
wide industrial experience took it
upon himsell” to have a good look
at the SI.C. Diplomas, its syllabus
and important, the product
it turns out. He is reported to have
amazement at the fact
that a system of education, which

most
expressed

was not a Universily system, could
staff an industrial potential like
Australia’s  with competent, well
trained and thoroughly background-
ed people, and place them in posit-
ions which elsewhere just wern't
held by other than University De-
greed people.

It i5s the intention of this Union
to see that all individuals concerned
with the institution and adminfs-
tration this  University are
thoroughly acquainted with all the
facts velating to our Diplomas and
their status, so that no diseussions
will be made without a knowledge
of what they might or might not
do to our Diplomas on their status.
You Can Help.

All students can help in this most
important fight, by supporting the
Union, by acquainting all graduates
with the facts as they stand and by
arousing their interest and support.
See that all people whom vou think
might be interested receive a regu-
lar copy of Unity News. Read the
paper yourselves, and above all sup-
port the Union by joining it and
doing your part.

Continued on page 8
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As your Editor I hope you will
hear with me, and not deal too
harshly with any mistakes 1 make.

I should like to make it clear that
1 am fully aware of the responsibil-
ity I have undertaken, and for this
reason | deplore the attitude taken
by the former KEditor on his
placement. 1 consider it to show a
lack of professional courtesy for an
Editor of this paper to make dis-
paraging statements on student elec-
tions and to vent his personal spleen
via the editorial column.

The Union Executive is greatly
concerned at the lack of Union in-
terest evident amongst the major
proportion of students at this col-
lege. 1 should like to suggest that
every effort be made by Union mem-
bers to influence non-members to
join. It is only by united effort that
we can reach our ultimate goal, i.e.,
100% Diploma student membership.
The question generally asked by non-
Union students when approached to
join is, *“What can I get ont of the
Union?'" This question is not hard
to answer,

EDITORIAL

re-*

Tech.

and

The Union provides the
student with soecial activities
sport. The Union Store, established
for the benefit of students is now
better stoeked, with technieal re-
jquirements, than ever before. The
Union is fighting against devaluation
of hard-earned diplomas. A depu-
tation has been formed to see the
Minister for Road Transport about
lifting the fare surcharge after 8
p.m. and also to try again to have
an overlapping section made of the
two stops from the Railway to the
Harris St. entrance. The campaign
for daylight training and part time
Degree course is still being relent-
lessly waged.  These things and
many others, whieh are of vital im-
portance in the life of students at
Tech., are being provided or fought
for.

The Union ecannot obtain these
things unless it grows in strength,
and by strength 1 mean number, so
1 urge all students to join the Union
now, and so eventually make Tech.
life mueh easier to bear,

EVENING YOUTH
COLLEGES

(Extract from Education News)

An interesting experiment in
education in N.S.W. is outlined by
the Director-General in the Mareh
number of the N.S,W. Education
Gazette. It has been decided in the
face of the growing need for post
school courses to establish, where
community  requivements  justify
them, Youth Colleges which will not
only provide young people of both
sexes with cultural and recreational
education but whieh will also en-
able them to earry their primary
and secondury studies to a more
advanced stage,

These Youth Colleges (it is im-
portant to note) are not intended
to take the place of Technical Col-
leges; vocational courses usually
supplied by Technical Colleges will
not be arranged by them. They are
designed instead to supplement ex-
isting edueational facilities and to
fill the gap between school and
adult eduecation. In partieular it is
hoped that Youth Colleges will em-
phasise the art and science of liv-
ing. Students will be encouraged
to regard themselves as members of
a society meeting together not for
instruetion only but for discussion
and group activities,

SUBJECTS OF STUDY.

The subjects to be included in
Group Studies will be arvanged ac-
cording to loeal and individual
needs. They may inelude literature,
drama, seience, musie, art, specch
training and eitizenship, There may
be provision for art and eraft work;
home making and home management

courses have been suggested. Phy-
sical training and organised games
will probably occupy an important
place in the College eurriculum and
assistance in preparation for ex-
amination courses will also be
available if students rvequire if.

Organisation of the Colleges will
depend on local faecilities and needs
and the availability of teachers and
leaders. Classes will be housed in
school buildings and *‘eourses re-
quiring special equipment will be
approved only where use can be

made of equipment provided for
ordinary school purposes.” 1t has
been decided to lhold alasses for

24 hours on three nights per week
where an attendance of 350 students
cach night ecan be maintained. The
College will be free but any special
material needed must be supplied
by the students themselves, Stafl
will be appointed by the Depart-
ment of Education.

NEW AUSTRALIAN
STANDARD

“e.305—1949 Wooden Separators
for Lead-acid Accumulators (2/-)"'
as quoted in Monthly Information
sheet of S.A.A. 1950. This Speei.
applies to separators for all types
of aceumulators, It will be noted
that the speci. applies to separators
mamufactured from Australia and
New Guinea timber only. The per-
formance requirements of the speci-
fication would, however, be applied
to separators of any timber, as the
values of the eleetrical resistanee,
and the manganese content are the
maximum permissible for the relev-
ant aceumulator, regardless ol the
type of separator.

S.ALS.

S.T.C. UNION
DISAFFILIATES
WITH W.F.D.Y.

At a council meeting in the Union

Rooms on 21/8/50, a motion was
put to the effect that affiliation

fees to the World Federation of-

Democratic Youth be paid, as they
had become due. From this motion
arose a discussion on the benefit
of heing affiliated with this organis-
ation. As a result of this discussion
an amendment that ‘‘notice of
disaffiliation’’ be given, was added
to the original motion.

The motion and amendment were
then put to the meecting and duly
carried.

Notice of disafliliation extends
over 12 months so that if Union
members wish o remain afliliated

with W.ILD.Y. they ecan do so, by
ordinary ballot, at the next Annnal
General Meeting in June 1951, This
means that although Union Couneil
has deeided that this afliliation is
not in the best interests of the
S.T.C. Union, they will be guided
by opinions of the majority of the

rank and file members, when the

final break has to be decided.

Union Counecil thinks that there
is dissatisfaction among the rank
and file members because of Union
afliliations. For this reason they are
convineed that this step on their
part will be welcomed by students,
and they think that by referring
the final decision to the students
themselves at the Annual General
Meeting, they (Couneil) will obtain
a true perspective on student feel-
ing about this vital matter.

Unity News would welcome let-
ters and artieles on both sides of
this subjeet so that Union members

could attend next years' General
meeting  with  fully  erystallised

ideas, and thus save valuable time
in disenssion,

Elsewhere in this paper, there is
an article_entitled **Elee Answers
Peace Petition.” As W.IF.D.Y. is
an organisation which has a paiallel
policy to the Australian Peace
Conneil, Union Couneil realise that
they have the wholeliearted support
of the Elee Engineering Association,
and they are convinced that Elee,
lingineering is a true representation
of student feeling.

E}bﬂ]‘ﬁli
Deslared from
sarusaderCloth
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A man does his best
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Trousers.
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dressed — without comfort

That's why so many men
insist on STAMINA Sports

Why shouldn’t YOU be com-
fortable? —you'll feel better
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THE PRESIDENT SPEAKS ...

Some months have passed since the present exec-
utive was elected. However, due to a brief spell in
hospital, this is my first chance of speaking to you per

medium of “Unity News".

In this article I intend to

outline briefly the executive’s policy for the year 1950-

1951.

Before doing so, I would first
like to thank you, the rank and
file members of the Union, for the
honour you have bestowed upon me
by electing me President for 1950-
51. In accepting the position, I do
s0 with eyes wide open to the tasks
which confront me. I am only too
happy to accept these tasks and
hope that 1 can carry them ont
elficiently and to the complete satis-
faction of all concerned.

The next twelve months are very
vital ones to all students of the
Syduey Teehmical College. There
are big moves afoot and we must
see that these moves are in the
best interests of all students. 1
feel that we, as a Union, will achieve

“the desived results if we present a

solid front and impress our views
on the appropriate authorities in a
diplomatic manner.

In stating the policy of the exe-
cutive, I do so with the feeling
that- we have the support of the
rank and file members of the Union.
Without rank and file support, of
course, any policy whatsoever is
abortive. The members of this org-
anisation must ecriticise us where
necessary and they must applaud us
where necessary. You must not let
ug lose touch with your feelings—
if you do that it is you and npt the
executive or council who will suffer.

Now, the policy of the present
executive can be summarised under
four headings.

1. DIPLOMA, DEGREE AND THE
N.S.W.U.T. '

The future of all persons study-
ing for Diplomas at this College is
at stake. What is done in the next
few months will not only determine
the standing of the various diplomas
issned by the S.T.C. to present
students, it will also determine the
standing of those issued in the past.
I cannot stress too strongly the
urgency for all Diploma students
and Diplomates to take an active
interest in this vital question. It
is in your own interests that you
should do so. It is hard to believe
that there exists a student who is
not interested in his own welfare
and yet it wonld appear that there
must be a few thousand of such
people in this College. At the An-
nual General Meeting of 15th June
when the question of Diploma
status was discussed there were
present only some 120 people. At
the Special General Meeting on
July 13th when the question was
again discussed there were present
about the same number. It is not
right that such a small nuwmber
should defermine the course of ac-
tion to be taken. I appeal to all
concerned to rally before it is too
late.

ot

s 7 ._.

2. UNION ACTIVITIES.

On numerous oeccasions members
of the present executive have stated
that their views on what the activi-
ties of the Union should be. We
claim that the student of this Col-
lege should come first, second and
last in onr various activities. Ior
this we make no apology. Various
critics have condemnéd this policy
as being a narrow one. 1t has been
said we should think of others as
well as ourselves, but until we ob-
tain a decent cafeteria, good sport-
ing faecilities, reading rooms, libar-
ies, etc.—not until then will we
consider this poliecy a narrow one.

We believe that some of our
affiliations are not in the best inter-
ests of students. For this reason we
have sent a letter of disafliliation
to W.F.D.Y. As the other affiliation
fees become due, they will be sub-
jected to discussion and if they are
found to be wanting, then they will
suffer the same fate as W.F.D.Y.
However we will strengthen our
affiliations with all association we
consider advantageous.

3, SOOIAL ACTIVITIES,
SPORTS AND AMENITIES.

We believe that Union members
should engage in all possible social
and eporting activities. All work
and no play tends to make Jack a
dull boy. |

Amenities in the College at the
moment are sadly lacking. There
are many things required and the
executive will do everything pos-
sible to obtain these amenities,

4. ACTIVE UNIONISM FOR ALL.

At the moment, the membership
of the S.T.C.U. totals some five or
six hundred. The number eligible
for membership must be at least
five thousand. There must be some
reason for the difference between
the number of members and the
number eligible for membership. It
is the executives duty to overcome
this reason whatever it may be, go
that the membership of this Union
may be swelled.

This about summarises the execu-
tives policy. However, there is one
personal point I would like to clear
up. On numerous occasions I have
been asked that in view of the fact
that there are a number of em-
ployees of the Sydney Technical
College actively engaged in Union
affairs, will the administration of
the College dictate Union policy. 1
can, of course, only answer for my-
self, but I believe also that this
answer will apply equally as well
to all concerned. Now, 1 want to
make the answer clear and precise.

Printed by ACACIA PRESS,
171 Parramatta Road, Annandale.

The administration, T feel, will
dictate to me, as Union President,
no more than it dietated to any
previous President. It is natural
that the administration should more
or less keep an eve on our activi-
ties. I believe that the administra-
tion of the College gives us all the
freedom possible under the set up
of the College. 1t is our duty to
see that sueh freedom is not abus-
ed. Now if the administration should
try to dietate to me something
which the executive feels is un-
reasonable, then I shall act as the
executive of the Union dictates and
not as the administration dictates.

Again may I thank you for the
honour of President and I hope 1
can justify your confidence.

DEPUTATION
TO MR. WINSOR

Council has formed a deputation
to wait on Mr., Winsor with re-
quests to:—

a, Create an overlapping tram
section from the railway to the
Tech. gates.

b. Abolish the 1d. surcharge on
students wusing trams and buses
after 8 o'clock.

Both these proposals constitute
money in or out of the students
pocket, and almost take the form
of a penalty for his being at tech.

At the meeting some odd faets
concerning  overlapping  sections
came out.

It appears that an overlap of
only one stop is usually permitted.
The line past the tech overlaps two
sections past the railway going into
town. Over at North Sydney there
is an overlap of three stops from
Crows Nest to Falcon St., It’s two
stops and a heck of a distance be-
sides. There is another beauty at
Enmore also.

So, it is unfair to ask for an
overlap of the frifling distance be-
tween here and Broadway.

the case against the 1d.

charge is obvious,

sur-

The deputation consists of Mes-
srs. Woods, Gannon, and Tangie
from our Union, a representative
of the Teech. Teachers association
and Mr. Heany, the Administration
rep. on Council.

The week-end conference put on
by F.AT.C.S. carried a motion to
the effect that something should he
done about fares for tech. students
in view of proposed inecreases.

Someone pointed out that the
averake student was paying more fo
come and go from Tech. than he
was in actual fees for his tuition.
This is rather a lopside way of hav-
ing things and further emphasises
our claims for consideration on this
very sore point.

The motion from the ILAT.CLS,
week-end will be incorporated in
the Unions deputation to Mr. Win-
sor, and so strengthen our ease.

A CLASS REP.

Union Vice President Laurie
Doyle finds most of his Union ac-
tivity centuring around ‘‘Unity
News''. He maintains that it fos-
ters a frustrated ambition to be a
journalist. He insists on hiding be-
hind non-de-plume, ‘‘Casey’', his
reason for this being:—

‘‘How bad can a newspaper get."'

He wont say much about himself
but has a few words on the follow-
ing subjects.

TIHE UNION—Join if.

TECH—If you must come, stay as
few years as possible.

WOMEN—OhL! Beautiful creatures.

like

fried rice.

FOOD—I

MONEY—Its not necessary. I never
have any but T seem to live.

MUSIC—You get the best at Union
musicales,

SEX—I beg your pardon.
POLITICS—Hows your maths ¢om-

ing?

WORLD PEACE—People are peo-
ple.

LIFE—Join the Union—you’ll git
plenty

SOCIAL LIFE—What thé Union
doesn’t give | don't need.

THE VICE PRESIDENT—Lazy
Devil.

ATTENTION!
CHESS PLAYERS

The Union has  obtained
copies of three excellent books on
chess.

Chess  World—a - rceally
treatise on the game wiich sells fot
1/6.

Chess Made

store

wOnG

Easy—1/-,

Guide to Good Chess, the latest
book by the Australian champion
Gl Plll'll_\‘-—;l book all chess [l]ﬂ_\'-
ers should have—at 2/6 a copy.

Chess sets are available to Union
members in the Union rooms.

JOIN THE
UNION
NOW!
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A Geoloadist in the Field

The term was almost ended when “Rad” was
making arrangements for vacation week. As «
Geology Il man he had decided on a course of field
work to put into practice that which had been done in
theory throughout the term. He suggested that I ac-
company him on these excursions: | accepted this pro-
posal thereby hoping to profit by such an experience,

THE UNION STORE

The Union Store, situated near the main gates
of the College now carries extensive stocks of most
Technical requirements.

Much work has been put into this store by the
present manager, Miss Coleman, and she would like to
carry stocks of any tiems, required in reasonable
quantities which are not stocked at the present time.

Although a wide range of Technical apparatus, etc.,
is fully present in stock some sections of students may

particularly as geology is not in my line.

It was therefore with great antiei-
pation that we set forth to sojourn
o'er hill and dale to seek the won-
ders of nature. On route Rad ex-
pounded on all matters of geology
in the field and spoke of bedding,
faulting, anticlines, synelines, roeks,
minerals, and fossils, and a whole
panorama ol natural forees frozen
m solid roek, 1 was convinceed now,
it never before, that Rad knew what
e was talking about.

Avriving at our destination we
skirted the golf course and came to
the top of the sandstone cliffs. It
appeared that the insignia of a
‘weologist is to be fully armed with
about half a dozen geological ham-
mers, and it was not long before
had ecommenced to attack the wall
of inoffensive sandstone. At the
end of half an hour most of the
cliff face had been reduced to rub-
ble and he turned in triumph and
handed me a small specimen. The
sample was eritically studied by
taste, feel, and smell and pro-
nounced to be a half-baked sand-
stone.

Leaving this desolate scene we
made a descent of the rugged clift
face to the rocky sea-washed plat-
form far below, and we were able
to view the whole of the sandstone
cliff in its entirety. I noticed par-
ticularly a huge erack running from
the top to the bottom of the whole
formation, and was about to con-
gratulate my friend on his stupen-
dous effort with his hammer, when
he explained that the enormous
cavity was once filled with molten
rock material but had since been
removed by the hand of nature and
not by the hand of the geologist.
Around us were huge boulders of
sandstone which were a testimony
of the destructive propensities of
past generations of geologists.

It is not only along the coast that
reologieal structures may be studied,
however; many quarries inland pro-
vide a happy hunting ground for
the geologist. A traverse across
country must first be made to reach
such an objecive. There was a cer-
tain quarry Rad decided we should
see, and it was on this oceasion that
[ began to realise the significance
of field work. The first thing is not
to plan a definite route. One then
begins from serateh and immedi-
ately plunges into the bush without
compass, level, or clinometer, des-
cending into ereeks, elimbing steep
esearpments, and pushing through
the deepest blackberry thickets and
eventually becomes completely lost,
At this stage it is essential that
some attention be given to the rocks
themselves, This is not only inter-
esting, but is a matter of sell pres-
ervation, for the quarry must
reached.

he

not be fully catered for.

It was under such ecireumstances
Rad assured me that it was impos-
sible to go wrong and that we
should shortly come to the quarry.
We eertainly did most suddenly:

FRIENDS;

Where the various needs of students are known,
supplies are carried so remember:—

IF YOU CAN BUY IT A TTHE STORE, TELL YOUR

1F' YOU CAN'T BUY IT THEN TELL THE STORE.

another step and both of us would

have been swimming in about forty
feet of water, We had appropriately
made our approach at the wrong
end of the quarry and found our
Jowrney might have been quicker,
and a better approach made, by
coming down the road we could now
see. It did not surprise me to learn
that we were on private property, a
fact that the owner wmade quite
clear in no uncertain terms,

sleeper along the track: but | was
able to restrain his insatiable ape-
tite for stones. Progress was natur-
ally impeded as we found that a
couple of sleepers required one and
a half paces, necessitating a cowm-
bined step and a short hop. We
covered a considerable distance in
this way until round the bend loom-
ed the murky depths of a tunnel.
An enquiring glance from me
brought no response from Rad, who
was immediately swallowed up in
an inereasingly inky blackness. ]
have never before heard of anyou:
zeologising a railway tunnel, but as
my friend was much better inform-
ed, decided not to risk his dis-
pleasure in argument, but stumbled
forth behind him.

The darkness become intense and
was illuminated only by a running
commentary from my guide on the
many features of the coal strata
we should see later. Under these
hazardous conditions specimen col-
leeting was entirely limited to the
peculiar adhering properties to our
person of carbonaceons material
lining the tunnel wall, a fact we
learned only on emergence at the
other end of the tunnel.

Along the north coast may be seen
certain beds of strata alternating in'
character and which, Rad explained,
once extended far our to sea.
Among the debris on the foreshores
was to be found innumerable pieces
of rock containing fossils, mainly
vegetable, upon which my frienc
expounded at great length, and soon
he was adding considerable quanti-
ties of rock material to the pile of
debris by a judiceous use of the
geologieal hammer to the deiriment
of the ¢liff face. It would seem that
roek bashing is an iherent part of
his calling.

Beds of rock [ noticed, do not
always maintain the horizontal, and
Rad observed a number of graceous
curves, some laid bare by erosion,
others sparsely covered by a two-
piece costume on whiel he directed
his gaze in abstract attention. It

became necessary at this stage to 1 began to fear that we had
remind him that it was essential to endured so much to obtain so little
reserve his observations for inan- information along this novel, if

dirty route, I was, however, amply
compensated as we struck across
country, to obtain some truly ve-
markable views of the coast with a
grand physiography elearly defined,
A final visit to a grand exposure
showing aetnal coal seams brought
to the surface by faulting termin-
ated the geological tours under the
competent (at times) guidance of
vour editor R.A.D.

imate objects, and he reluctantly
came back to earth.

Travelling south by train the full
scope of certain geological strue-
tures were to be viewed, with the
promise of enlightened debate upon
all problems of their economic value.
Having commenced our journey my
companion described in great detail
the nature and extent of (lie rock
exposures seen from the train be-
tween Central and Sydenham, after
which the conversation, and pre-
sumbly the rocks, came to an
abrupt end.

However things did look up again
as we approached our destination,
and on alighting from our train a
heated discussion ensued as to the
exact route to be followed. Person-
ally I favoured what seemed to he
the obvious choice to make a ecross
country traverse, but Rad was de-
termined otherwise. Hence it was
that we stepped to- the middle of
the track to follow in the wake of
the train in which we had a few
moments before been  comfortably
seated.

Rad, I noticed, took a lively in-
terest in the nature and composition
of the ballast between the lines,
and in his eagerness for specimens

AV.W,

ALL TECHNICAL

Drawing Inks
Pencils

g TS

would have bodily uprooted every

are available at

THE UNION STORE

(Near MAIN GATE, Harris Street)

ALL LECTURE NOTES
and

Scale Rules, Slide Rules — Tee Squares
Maths. Sets — Drawing Paper and Boards

Exercise Books, etc., etc.
Visit the Union Store FIRST

ASSOCIATES'
GENERAL MEETING

The postponed Annual General

-Meeting of the Associates’ Division

of the Sydney Technical College
Engineering Association will be held
in the Sydney Technical College
Theatrette, Mary Ann Street, Broad-
way on Thursday 26th October 1950
at 8.0 pm.

The prineipal business of the
meeting will be:—

1. A discussion led by Mr. A. J.
Stone A.M.LE. (Aust.) AS.T.C.
Associates representative on the
N.S5.W. Technical Education Advis-
ady Couneil on *‘The University of
Technplogy and Its Effects on the
Status of the Associate of the Syd-
ney Technical College.”” A special
invitation is extended to all Asso-
ciates of the Sydney Technical Col-
lege to be present and to take part
in this discussion,

2. Election of
year J1950-51.

If- time will permit some inter-
esting films will be sereened.

It 1s the duty of all S.T.C.
Diplomats to attend this meeting
as the status of vour hard earned
Diploma is in jeopardy.

Officers for the

AL IRLIAL RN

g

Come to--

- END-OF-YEAR -
BALL
SAT.. 16th DEC.

'GRACE
AUDITORIUM

TRaALLARARARARRAtRE!
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REQUIREMENTS

Cigarettes, Matches and
Gum for Sale.
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That F.A.T.C.S:- Week-end
at Mona Vale |

Remember [#?

A week of rain and exams looming near daunted all but
the bravest from enrolling for the F.AT.C.S. week-end held

earlier this term.

However, almost forty of this noblest breed

from East Sydney and our own College rolled up to see “what

cooks” and were rewarded with unbelievably fine wealher—

which we previously thought only existed in Melbourne or
Brisbane—and one of the best week-end’s fun they've ever

had.

The opening ceremony, a musicale,
started at § p.m. sharp on Friday
night with two girls and Stephan
the cook (lucky fellow) present.
The majority celebrated this open-
ing in the Union Rooms despatching
the (————) Art Exhibition to
Brisbane. A couple of hours later,
the official F.A.T.C.S. car arrived
and the show was on. I believe the
musicale was excellent and the surf
at 2 or 3 a.m. even better; I can’t
vouch for either, I was well and
truly asleep in a carefully selected
inaccessable spot!

Saturday morning, the *‘beautiful
old mansion'', La Corniche, was
unnaturally quiet, but the lunch
bell disturbed this and hungry tech.
students and friends again found
their voices and their lost vitality.
A short meeting after lunch indi-
cated the one serious aspect of the
week-end, discussion on student un-
jons and how to make them work,
and we formed four groups and
went to work  with a will—and
plenty of swims, sunbaking and vol-
ley ball for the afternoon and next
morning,

Saturday night with its dance,
barbecued sheep and spuds (I'm
still ehewing sand) and ‘‘nineteenth
hole’ and Sunday night with it's
“‘Pepsicola’’ (a student, mnot a
drink) should provide those present
with many happy memories to chew
over when we are in the home for
the aged.

On the serious level discussions
were most profitable. Those present
were unanimous that it was most
essential to have in every Australian
college virile student Unions with
a sound policy for student progress
and close contact with every stud-
ent. These bodies should draw their
members into all their activities and
campaigns and make the students
realize that their union depends
on their efforts and that they’re
part and parcel of it.

The N.AS.C. (National Arts
Stadents Club of East Syvdney) was
eriticized because it dealt largely
with social activities and thus did
uot have a great appeal to or
close contact with the majority of
students, several Hast Sydney sfu-
dents present were not members of
N.AS.C.

Our own S.T.C. Union was recog-
nised as capable of becoming **this
virile Union'' if, as attempted
earlier this vear thru' class reps.
and by similar week-ends, it made
its students more **Union-Consei-
ous’’, and part of the organisation
and activities.

On the national plane the need
for such a body as F.AUT.C.S,, and
eventually a national union of all

students, was stressed—this org-
anisation to stimulate and correlate
the activities of the local bodies
and represent them nationally and
algo on a world level in anh inter-
national organisation of students.

It was deemed by those present
that F.A.T.C.S., with emphasis on
assisting the formation of student
unions in college where none exist,
by fostering contact and co-opera-
tion with Australian tech. students
through travelling art exhibitions,
partieipating in National congresses
and Student Needs and Welfare
Conferences, and on the burning
needs such as health and sporting
facilities, economie welfare and
their rights to organise, was on
the right track, but needed much
more assistance from the average
student. The feeling was that lack
of publicity of F.A.T.C.S. aims and
activities was its major drawback.
It is hoped this will be greatly
remedied when its national paper
begins publication this year.

FARES PLEASE.

One current student problem re-
ceived a thrashing and Union Pre-
sident Allan MeDonald and Matrie
student Frank Stevens went into
action with the following results:—
“Weg protest against the proposed
increase in fares and feel that con-
siderable fare concessions should
be given to all students attending
Technical College classes. It may
be pointed out that fares to classes
over a full years course are, in
most cases, greater than the fees
payable for attendance at these
classes. We feel that a deputation
should be sent to the appropriate
authorities to present our view."’
This was unanimously carried with
a proviso that the solution was not
to put up our fees. F.AT.C.S,
N.AS.C. and S.T.C.U. were asked
to take strong actien on this matter.

Discussion on ways and means
of obtaining full daylight training,
subsidised tertiary education for all
and improved studying conditions
brought forward another motion ex-
pressing the view of most present
that all our efforts to achieve these
would be in vain if another world
war erupted. Opinion was that our
Government should do all in it's
power to cement Friendships with
all countries and to stop any drift
to war,

Ideas arising from group discus-
sions were many and varvied and
are reported elsewhere in this issue,
all that is needed now is to
thank the Aust. Air League, Step-
han their cook and FLAT.C.S. for
a really good week-end and may
there be more of them! (There will
be—F.AT.C.S.).

850

MONA VALE TALES

Heard that two Matrie students
were playing games on the sand
very early on Saturday morning.
One (the male) was chasing the
girl in the case, who was heard to
scream: ‘‘But (blank) 1 was only
FLIRTING!" e

We thought rather lame the alibi
of Don Pemberton that he fell
asleep on the sand instead of at-
tending conference on Sunday after-
noon. We noticed that a certain
young lady (also missing) appeared
sunburnt on Sunday night.

Noticed the S.T.C.U. Publicity
Officer monopolising the Vice Presi-
dent for the entire week-end—or
was it VICE-versa?

We were impressed by the cap-
able way in which Norm Woods
looked after Joyce when her boy-
friend George Tangie had to work.

We did see Esme for a few min-
utes over the week-end. Her alibi
is most interesting. 3

Is it true what they say about
Stephen?. Is his chocolate blane
mange really the answer to a major
problem in Eeconomics which has
recently been given much thought
by certain interested Matrie stud-
ents? It was certainly ‘‘excrufiat-
ing’’.

We must mention the work of
Joyce Mooney. After disorganising
Phil Vanry’s beach games, she org-
anised a hike into some of the
muddiest parts of Mona Vale.
Looney Mooney!

Overheard some nauglty words
from Tangie when he was strugg-
ling with half a sheep in the heat
of the barbecue. Its hard to prove
that about sheep, George!

There is a rumour that ‘Kooltan’
paid Phil Vaney a substantial sum
for advertising their product over
the week-end.

Ross and Barbara—previous Edi-
tors of Unity News, were conspicu-
ous by their absence from the bar-
becue. When asked to explain his
apparent inactivity, Ross was at a
loss.

Dirty work again by Mooney.
Who but Joyee would spend her
nights (part of them, anyway)
wandering around the beach with a
miniature searchlight?

You can’t beat the keenness of
vyouth. Although she didn’t bring a
costume, Heather Todd just had to
have a swim on Friday night. How
high the moon, Toddie?

SO
BUY AT
THE UNION
STORE
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Come to Sunny S. Aust.

Next January

FLAT.C.S. talees pleasure in ex-
tending an invitation to all tech.
students and their friends to spend
a most enjoyable 10 days from
January 13th at the next National
Student Summer Holiday Camp.
Sponsored by the University stu-
dents, this camp is officially the
N.ILA.U.S. Fifth National Congress.
Previous Congresses have been held
in Hobart, Somers (Vie.), Tulle-
budgera ((Q.), and Gan Gan (N.S.
W.). All have been on the coast
with plenty of sunshine, surfing,
swimming, also dancing, a revue
and other recreations as only sev-
eral hundred students thrown to-
gether for 10 days can manufacture.
On the more serious side, each Con-
gress invited half a dozen
speakers—all experts of Australian
or of world renown—to lead dis-
cussions, not all serious, on their
favourite subjects, varying from
music to economics, polities to
sport. These are always extremely
enlightening such as a dissertation
last Congress on ‘‘Culture in our
Universities’ (!) by our Tech,
Uni’s. Professor Brown. We always
knew he had a sense of humour.

has

Fach Congress has had its
sprinkling. «of Tech. students and
these and all others attending have
voted the camps the best holiday
and ‘“‘after exam rejuvinator’
they've ever had. If you've seen
the film ““Tullebudgera Congress’’
or listened to the ravings of the
Sydney Tech. people who've atten-
ded previous Congresses, you should
not need any convineing to come
to the next one.

Congress this summer will be at
Largs Bay, 15 miles South of Ade-
laide and only 30 minutes by irain
or bus from thal ecity. The ecamp
is the Zine Corporation Holiday
Camp, renowned for its beautiful
facilities, sporting and recreational,
and its good cooks! Sleeping accom-
modation (should you have time to
do so) will be camp beds in U.S.

Army Bell tents with conerete
floors, four per tent (people not
floors). Cost for N.S.W. students

will be approx. £4/15/0 inclusive
for the 10 days—plus fares (unless
you hiteh-hike, as the majority do), ¢
This is a sliding charge based on
distance of home college from Con-
gress, New Zealanders pay a token
fee of 5/- or so.

Previous camps have held 300
odd but accommodation this year
is GO0 of which up to 200 will be
tech, students. This 200 is approx-
imately one per cent of the Aus-
tralian tech. student population, so
be early with your ‘application.
Forms and all information are
available in the Union Rooms, so
take our advice and give us your
application now with a £1 deposit
(returnable, if you change your
mind before the end of the year)
and, most important, don't forget
to tell your boss that you must haye
leave between January 13th and

2.

W.B.B.
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LETTERS TO THE KDITOR

NEGLECTED STUDENTS

Dear Sir,

I have read with interest, the
article under the heading ‘*Ye Ne-
glected Students Unite!’" and
agree with the writer that the toilet
arrangements existing in the build-
ings mentioned are far rrom satis-
factory.

The log of claims he suggests are
quite alright so far as they go.
Why humbly beg for . .. but what's
the use of going on? There would
be use in going on and placing such
a log before the Prinecipul if the
neglected students evinced a little
common sense, appreciation ol
equipment, ete., provided, and useaq
the existing conveniences in such a
manner as becomes human Dbeings.

Unite by all means, and help to
keep the place tidy. If you have
been brought up in a home where
litter and untidiness is frowned
upon, you will do your fellows, who
are not so fortunate, a good turn
by setting them an example, or
quietly rebuking them, by pointing
out the fact that others frequent
the place besides themselves,

On page twelve appears, ‘‘ Are we
children?'’ and it is pointed out
that students are not immature nor
incapable of conducting their own
affairs but are mature persons in
responsible positions, in fact the
claim is made that students are
Academice Intellectuals. Well then,
it is up to yon to assist your
weaker colleagues to learn to act
as such.

I speak from personal observa-
tion of the Mechanical Engineering
building over the past decade. Dur-
ing the past twelve months this
building has been blessed by the
attention of the best team of lady
cleaners it has known since it was
built, their work is a credit fo them
and a pleasure for those who fre-
quent the offices daily to behold.

The eleaners work is by no means
easy, but there is no reason why
it should be made harder and heart-
breaking by the pseudo Intellec-
tuals who frequent the class rooms,
Night after night the rooms in this
building are left in a disguesting
state, littered with fruit peelings,
food seraps, chopped up paper,
bumpers and broken up chalk
(ammo.) ground into the floor. It
is quite apparent that those re-
sponsible are making themselves at
home, and proving that they really
are neglected. Head Teacher, En-
gine Operation.

F. V. HALE.
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Sir,

With reference to the so called
“‘graceful retirement’’ of the for-
mer editor in his pathetic editorial
I feel that the poor gentleman is
fully frustrated, no doubt from his
many duties.

The past Executive and Editor of
Union Publications were not remov-
ed from office by an *‘‘obviously
stacked meeting'’ of non-union
members, but by a truly represent-
ative meeting of linancial Union
members, who were completely dis-
satisfied with their Union being
politically exploited. Very evidently,
it would appear that Mr. Nivison-
Smith is one of those persons who
can hand it out but cannot take it.

I eonsider it revolting that an
editor should display such ign-orance
of journalistic ethies and that any
Union member could ecast such
aspersions on student integrity.

It would appear to me that the
former Editor did not think of the
possible damage he could do him-
self by such an editorial. Many
people, Union members and others
outside have been highly amused at
the complete stupidity of the artiele.
Any person holding oflice in the
Union ecan expect to be criticised—
there would be something very
wrong if he was not—but for being
a laughing stock, and I believe that
is what Mr. Nivison-Smith has
brought on himself, there can be no
excuse,

By such statements as ‘‘stacked
meeting '’ ete. no harm ecan be done
to the present Executive, it will
only be done to the maker of the
statements. 1 wonder does M.
Nivison really believe that the
meeting was ‘‘obviously stacked’’?

In conclusion, sir, I feel that the
students have complete confidence
in the present Executive and in your
ability to carry out your duties as
efficient and ethical

Editor in an
manner.
J. M. GANNON,
Science V.
» » »
Sir,

An Editorial has been writien!
I refer to the last dying flutier of
vour somewhat wvohtieally-minded

predecessor,

Comment on the general subject
matter of this Editorial he
superfluous. However, 1 think that
something in the way of an apology
is necessary lor the insnlt delivered
to the Student Body in the form
of vague insinuations in the Edit-
orial Column.

would

Your predecessor, Sir, has descen-
ded to an all time low in his utfer
disregard of the traditional ethies
of the journalistic profession, by
giving vent, throngh the Editorial
Cohimn this newspaper, to his
personal spleen!

Yours ele.,
PAUL C. KELLETT,
Architecture VI,

Dear Sir, -

I feel that the Editorial of your
previous edition cannot pass with-
out comment.

There is firstly the contradiction
in its opening paragraph. I quote,
“1 will not grumble®’, followed by
“*becanse | was deposed at an ob-
viously stacked meeting''.

I will disregard the pettiness of
such a thought, and ignore also the
Fact that he used his position as
Editor to express it, but I don'
think the Student Body should go
undefended in the face such a
meaningless inference.

of

At any such meeting there must
necessarily be a divergence of opin-
ion, i.e, a stack of one apinion
against avother. The students who
came to that meefing and voted
out of positions both the former
Editor and his comrades, did
because they liked neither the size,
the stack to

B0

shape, or colour of
which they belonged.

The former Editor
deposition down to the tone of
“‘Unity News"' when it appeared
under hig inspired Liditorship, His
final swansong is typical of a mind
steeped in that philosophy which
has earned so many enemies for this
Union in the past.

The student body of this ecollege
wanted, amongst other things a
clean newspaper, so they got one.

Yours faithfully,
L. DOYLE,
.Elec. Eng.

can put his

* * *

Teachers' Leader
Criticises Education

For many years Britain has en-

deavoured to run its educational
system on the cheap. This was stat-
ed by the General Seeretary of

Britain's National Union of Teach-
ers (Mr. R. Gould) recently.

“‘Buildings have Dbeen poor,
equipment has been inadequate and
teachers’ salaries have heen low."’

““Unless the edueation service is
made more attractive the sapply of
teachers will diminish, the size of
classes will inerease and the children
will suffer,’”

R e SO o S N O
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“PUTTING ON A PLAY”

If you want to know how to put
on a play then you should read
“‘Putting on a Play'' by Geoffrey
Thomas.

Mr, Thomas seeks to inform the
reader that acting is not a “‘sissy’’
pastime but merely a nafural ex-

penditure  of  energy along truly

creative lines.
The of

sport has been due mainly to the

good name Australian

large band of amateur sportsmen
who play for the love of the game,
So, *‘just as a fine ericket team ean
arise only out of the innumerable
groups playing constantly and en-
thusiastically all over the Contin-
ent, so must the theatre depend on

the work of active drama groups,

practising, studying, rehearsing,
and” playing."’ Australia  should

realise this and show more interest
in theatrical activities so that she
could have a theatre of which she
would be proud.

Declaring that ‘‘the theatre is
essentially the place where national
characteristics and national deeds
and aspirations are reflected’’ the
experienced Mr. Thomas has set
forth all sorts of suggestions and
advice, He starts from the very
beginning telling us how to begin
and how choice of play is influenced
by the audience and by the limita-
tions of the actors. He then offers
advice in turn to the playwright,
the producer, and the actor, listing
the difliculties confronting each
and possible solutions of these same
diflieulties. The final chapter deals
with  ““Workshop and Organisa-
tion'', important consideration
of any theatrieal group.

an

““Putting on a Play'" has some
thing fo offer all of us. Dramatists
will find the advice very useful
while others will realise the many
intricacies involved when one wants
to write, produce or act in a play.

(**Putting on a Play' by Geof-
frey Thomas may be obtained from
the Commonwealth Office of Edu-

cation. Price 1/-).

1

w
Three's a crowd al the last Ball.

This year's bookings open 1st November.
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PRINTING WORK
BY STUDENTS

A Book, called Graphic Arts In-
dustry listing prizes for 1949 and
giving their histories, has been pro-
duced by the students of the Syd-

ney Technical College School of
Printing.
Printing experts say that the

book, which was prepared fo coin-
cide wit hthe official presentations
to be made on July 13 in the Turner
Hall, Mary Ann Street, Ultimo,
compares favourably with the best
overseas productions of its kind.

Among the special awards men-
tioned is the Archie Barwell Mem-
orial Prize, to be presented for the
first time.

The prize will be given annually
by the Chapel of Associated News-
papers Ltd. as a memorial to the
late Mr. Archie Barwell who, from
1931 to 1946, was father of the
Chapel.

Mr. Barwell served in World War
[ and was awarded the D.C.M. and
M. He died in the Repatriation
Hospital, Conecord, in 1949.
HQUN'

LONDON STUDENTS'
FIGHTING FEE
INCREASES

A petition against the
proposed increases in fees

for London technical col-
leges and polytechnics re-

ceived 2,000 signatures’

within three days—ijust on
half the number of day
students affected.

No student organisations were
consulted by the Minister of Educa-
tion and the London Couneil when
the increases—which average 25 per
cent—were proposed. Many young
workers wro attend evening courses
may have to abandon night sechool
altogether if the increases become
effective.  Students generally fear
that increased fees in London may
be merely the thin end of the wedge
and that similar inereases will be
enforced throughout Britain.

ELEC. ANSWERS
"PEACE" PETITION

Earlier in the month the Elec-
trical Engineering Association re-
ceived a letter from the ‘‘Austra-
lian Peace Council’’ asking for
signatures to a petition banning
the Atom Bomb.

It was unanimously decided by
the committee that no signatures
would be collected by the members
present. Accordingly a reply was
sent to the A.P.C. stating the com-

mittee's views on the subject. The
reply was of the following form.
““The Eleetrical Engineering Asso-
ciation Committee has decided that,
although we agree in principle with
some of the statements in your
letter, we do not agree with the
implicit aims of your organisation.”
In sending this reply we believe
and sincerely hope that we are
speaking for all Association mem-
bers, in fact, for all Tech. College
Students.
I'. G. BROWN,
Vice-President E.E.A.

beauty
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AUSTRAL

COMPANY
ORIORDAMN STREET,

LONG appreciated for their architectural

and structural strangth, "AUSTRAL"

Extruded Bronze Sections are helping fo shape
the future. Austral Bronze Extruded Shapes
have covered the continent in buildings that
will shape up to future generations . .
will take their place in future buildings designed
to defy time.

. and

PTY. LIMITED

ALEXANDRIA MNSW
Offices in all States of the Commonweslth

By P. K. Vanry, AS.T.C.
(Mec. Eng.)

THE UNION ON

THE UP GRADE

One of the weaknesses of our Union in the past
has been the negative attitude adopted by a great
number of students towards it. Many students still do
not see the great benefits which can be gained by
active participation in Union activities and, of course,
the time available to Night Students is extremely

limited.

Redlising these difficulties, we
set to work early this year to
break down this barrier and
show to the students through a
series of activities what can be
done when a number of students
are determined enough about it.

WHAT'S NECESSARY

It was necessary lhere to find out
from the rank and file students what
is needed, just what are the prob-
lems confronting students at the
college and how Dbest we can solve
them. To find the answers to these
questions two conferences were held
at Mona Vale, and a third one is
under way.

Both events were a complete
soclal and edueational suceess, and
council members, executive, rank
and file, committee members, ete.,
learned equally from the discussion.

Working along the lines of the
first Conference Recommendations,
the organisation of Class Eeps and
Stage Committees was undertaken
with more than the usual enthpsi-
asm. Plans for a drastic iwpro-e-
ment in the Union Rooms ave well
under way. Reduced prices l'or Un-
ion members in the Store have
been granted, with further reduc-
tions contemplated as soon as pos-
sible. A small Sports Committee
has been set up and charged with
the responsibility of organising a
Sports Weekend at Broken Bay and
Volley Ball, ete., at the College.

The Second Conference developed
suggestions which resulted in a
most sueccessful eclass Rep. Dinner,
and Discussion Group. On top of
all this the Union for the first time
in five vears was able to produce
a most suecessful Revue.

DORMANT TALENT

All this proves in spite of night
study and hard Exams, it can be
done. It also shows some really good
talent among our Tech. students.
Artists, writers, singers, organisers,
photographers, musicians, debaters,
actors, ete, have been unearthed
practically overnight, and the en-
thusiasm displayed by them must
be experienced before it can be ap-
preciated.

Another event which has done
much lately to show to students
that our organisation is vital to
them was the attempted change in
our Diploma Status. The fact that
the Student (the people most con-
cerned) were completely by-passed
on this decision raised a consider-
able storm of protest. We are still
fighting this issue with considerable
suceess and with the vast majority
of students behind us.

All this plus the bumper
dance at the Annual General Meet-
ing (in spite of the weather) where
the Seecretarvies Report was carrvied
unanimously, shows that the Union
is on the up-grade,

atten-

NEWSPAPERS -

"People are always talk-
ing about the papers, as
well as talking from them,"”
says a recent issue of Cur-
rent Affairs Bulletin written
on the subject. The Press
is a frequent topic of con-
versation in all grades of
society, and discussions of
it tend to follow much the
same lines:

“You can't believe
- what you read in the
papers.”’

“They're full of
comic strips and other

rubbish."”

"Big business, that's
all they are.”

"Always stirring up
trouble.”

Yet the man who makes these
accusations against the newspapers
probably has one tucked under his
arin, or will certainly bhuy one as he
goes home: And it will provide him
with some material for his tea time
conversation.

HOW IT INFLUENCES
SOCIETY:

Even if we do not take our opin-
tons from the Press, we are largely
dependent upon it for information
upon which to form opinions about
things that arve outside our immedi-
ate range of experience. We gather
information in varions other ways,
of course, hut the press provides a
substantial basis for what we know.

As well, the press is a guide to
opinion. Not only does it give us
facts about things outside our im-
mediate range of experience; it in-
terprets those faets for ns. Through
its headlines, its columnists, its
speeial writers, its comment and
faet, it gives us a “*Slant’’ on the
news that inevitably alfects our
opinions ahout it. This is espeeially
so in the case of news about foreign
countries. It may also be true about
events within our own country, if,
for example, we rarely meet farmers

or trade unionists or school teach-

ers or politicians, our opinions
about liow these people behave will
be largely the result of reading the
papers.

Above all the press is a habit,

Ed. Note: These Current Affairs
Bulletin are available in the Union
reading room for your perusal.
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LETTER TO Mr. HEFFRON

The following is the text of a
letter sent to Mr. A. Denning:

Dear Sir,

RE N.S.W. UNIVERSITY OF
TECHNOLOGY.

A special meeting of Union Coun-
cil was held on 21st August for the
purpose of discussing the watter of
Diploma Status in relation to the
establishment of the N.S.W. Uni-
versity of Technology.

Following is a statement of the
aims and objects of this Union for
your consideration.

1, Our primary object is to make
a claim to secure a means of ob-
taining a Degree having internat-
ional status by part time study.

It is pointed out for your consid-
eration that the existence of the
University of Technology is due in
the main to the original efforts of
students and graduates to obtain
legal recognition of the Diploma,

It appears that as the University
of Technology is constituted at
present, the Diploma of the S.T.C.
may be adversely affected, which
means that not only will we fail to
achieve our objeet, but the value
of the present Diploma has depre-
ciated.

The S.T.C. Diploma al its begin-
ning, enabled students to obtain
professional education, who other-
wise would have been unable to
attend the Sydney University. The
Diploma Course provides for them
the opportunity to gain the neces-
tary qualifications for membership
of the various professional insti-
tutions, and to reach high positions
in industry and the ecivil serviece.

N.S.W. Government Departments
have granted full recognition to the
S.T.C. Diplomate, which is equal in
effect to that status granted to a
holder of the University Degree.
It may be seen that the University
of Technology cannot satisfactorily
till an important need of the com-
munity, as it offers only full time
courses which are available to a
mere fraction of the number who
would normally underfake a Diplo-
ma Course,

Right throughout industry and the
Civil Service today, one may see
the 8.T.C. Diplomates holding posi-
tions of equal status and responsi-
bility with graduates of the Uni-
versity, This is an indication of
the high performance value of the
Diplomate.

This recognition of the diplo-
mates' performance value has been
built up over a long period, com-
batting mainly the ignorance of the
community of the high standard of
the S.T.C. Diploma and, to a cer-
tain extent, a traditional prejudice
in favour of the University De-
gree. While the academic content is
not the same as that of the Univer-
sity course, however, we feel that
Diploma students’ experience in in-
dustry while undergoing his course
must be taken into consideration as
a valuable supplement to his studies.

We have arrived therefore at the
point where S.T.C. Diploma courses
produce a produet of equal standing

and performance value to that re-
sulting from the alternative method
of a full-time University course.

2.. Regarding the institution by
the University of Technology of
Diploma Courses of a lower stand-
ard than their Degree Courses.

We lodge an emphatie protest
against any move to have the Uni-
versity of Technology issuing a
Diploma of a lower standard
than their Degree. At present Dip-
lomates of the S1.C. receive the
highest possible qualification from
the institution whose course of
study they undertake.

It is quite probable that the vari-
ous professional institutions would
not accept a quabfication which 1s
lower than the Degrée granted by
the same body.

We press a strong claim for the
continued granting of the AST.C.
Diploma until such time as it is
possible to obtain a Degree of the
University of Technology by part-
time study: Any course instituted
by the University of Technology of
lesser status than the Degree must
be called a Certificate Course. This
will ensure that present Diplomates
will suffer no prejudical effects.

3. In connection with the proposal
to transfer the stafl of the present
S.T.C. Diploma conrses to the Uni-
versity of Technology, we state our
policy, in the absence of detailed
information on this point, as fol-
lows:

a. We would agree to this if it
would in any way expedite the at-
tainment of our principle objective,
viz., the provision of a Degree
Course providing for the granting
of a Degree obtainable by part time
study.

b. Until such time as this object-
ive is a faitnaccompli, we wish the
present A.S.T.C. to continue to be
issued by the Syduney Technical Col-
lesge in order to prevent any in-
feriority attaching to the Diploma
status.

¢. As the new University is the
result of the efforts of students' and
Diplomates to obtain legal recogni-
tion for a Degree obtainable by
part Mime studies, we feel that at
least one representative of Diplom-
ates should be included on the
Couneil of the University and also,

d. The Principal of the S.T.C.
and the Director of Diploma Cour-
ses to be included in the BExecutive

body of the new University in order

to safegnard the interests of pre-
sent Diplomates and Diploma stud-
ents and thereby preserving from
prejudice the standing of the Dip-
loma throughont the community.

We submit this statement of pol-
icy trusting that it will be consid-
ered at the special meeting of the
N.S.W. Technical Education Advis-
ory Couneil.

Yours Sincerely,

PAUL C. KELLETT,
Hon. Secretary.

A DONNER ET NE
JAMAIS
RECEVOIR

To hit and not be hit! — this must ever be the motto of

the fencer!

This article is intended to introduce the new Fencing Club

to readers of Unity News.

The Sports Committee has now

set-up a club which meets in the Union Recreation Room each
Wednesday evening, where some fifteen people line up, with
more enthusiasm than skill, and dance the tune played by maitre

d’ armes Tex Clarke.

My, Clarke is a swordsman of
many vears stunding and holds very
high qualification in swordsmanship.
He has a quick eye and immedi-
ately seizes on any weaknéss dis-
played by a student, expressing his
disapproval in ftypieal sergeant-
major fashion—but do his pupils
care! Come down and see! After
an hour of really hard work during
which their egos have suffered
considerably and their limbz and
backs full of agonising pains and
aches (from unaccustomed exercise,
some say) they ave ready for more,
They congregate around coffee and
talk more fencing or inspect the
glittering array of weapons, most
of which have been manufactured
by Mr. Clarke who is, by profession,
an armourer.

It is pertinent at this stage to
mention a few points about the sport
itself.

Fencing is an extremely suitable
sport for the tech student and
generally, the busy town dweller.
It is a sport which does not require
much space and which ean be car-
ried out at night and indoors. Half
an hour of solid fencing three of
four times a week will keep one in
excellent physical condition, It 1is
m;ual]}"suitnhle for men, women
and children and is a sport which
can be practised throughout a life-
time. Physical strength is not im-
portant—it is speed and stamina
that count.

The three weapons used in the
sport of fencing are the foil, epee
The foil

common and is truly the most ex-

and sabre. 1s the most

acting of all. It is only a point
weapon and invelves an intrieate

series of delicate movements which
require supple wrist and fingers
coupled with precise footwork and
extreme quickness of eye. The epee
is also a point weapon but is heavier
than the foil and instead of a
rubber button on the tip, it has
three sharp, points Known as the
point ' arret. The purpose of these
is fo ecateh in the clothing of the
opponent when a hit is scored. The
technique of epee fighting is similar
to that of the foil with the excep-
tion that the whole body 15 includ-
ed in the target area and right of
attack over the stop-hit and of the
riposte the remise do not
apply as in foil. The epee is often
referred to as the duelling sword as
it reproduces the conditions of an
actnal duel.

over

The sabre is essentially a cutting
the
point are also valid. The same rules

weapon. However, hits with
in respect of right of attack ete.
apply as for foil and there is a

different target area.

The epee and sabre are generally
considered unsuitable weapons for
women while the foil, on the other
hand is an admirable weapon for

the fair sex.

Regular reports of the activities
of the Fencing Club will appear in
Unity News and any reader desir-
ing further information on the sport
or the Club, please contact (C/-

Union) one of the following:

Heather Todd, Seeretary,
Norma Quinn, Publicity Officer,

—PIO/R:

Co-Operation in Milk
Distribution

6,000 dairy farmers own and control Sydney's largest milk

distributing organisation.

THE DAIRY FARMERS' CO-OPERATIVE MILK
COMPANY LTD.

distributes annually nearly forty million gallons of milk.
Particular attention is given to the hygiene of all plant,
equipment, carts and horses associated with its treatment

and distribution.

The Dairy Farmers’ Co-operative

Milk Company Ltd.

700

HARRIS STREET,

SYDNEY

Also at Newcastle and Wollongong.
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Dance a
"Moderate

Success"

The combined Eng. and Elec.
Eng. Associations Dance, held on
11th August, in Turner Hall, was a
moderate success. Although not
quite successful financially, it was
considered by all present to be a
social event which should be re-
peated every year.

The show began at 8.30 with the
non-arrival of the prizes. Eventu-
ally, after much tearing of hair on
the part of the organisers they
were located and ably presented by
the Electricity Commissioner, Mr.
V. J. Brain,

After several short speeches, the
official party, consisting of the
Prineipal, the Lecturers in Charge
of the various departments, several
industrial leaders, and the Presi-
dents of the Eleetrical Engineering
and  Engineering Associations, re-
paired to the Elee. Eng. building
for supper.

To those who remained in the
dance hall, Bud Lewis' Band, pre-
sented some of the best jazz music
ever heard in Turner Hall. An
ample and excellent supper was
later served.

The only drawback of the evening
was the lack of people present.
Although there were well over
have been hundreds more. The lack
eighty in attendance there could

of males was disappointing, be-
cause the female section of the
Commercial Department was  well

reprosented,

One of the most amusing sights
of the evening was that of a cer-
tuiv Miss K.M. chasing a certain
Association Secretary for the Ladies
Choice. Who was the boy with the
““flashy’" bhow tie! Did he get scar-
ed with so many girls around or did
his batteries go flat? Entertain-
ment was also supplied by Phil
and Alice Vanry, who sang some of
their notorious Union songs. Two
songs from Harry Winter, Pres. of
the Engineering gol a
terrific reception.

Plaudits for organisation to all
committee members, but especially
to Harry Winter.

Plaudits for advice and assis-
tance to Departmental Heads and
Cafeteria staff. Mr. G. Pryor, of
Exams Branch, who helped far in
excess of his official duties, de-
serves  special  mention,

See you ALL next year for a
bigger, better show!

Assoen.,
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"END OF YEAR"™ BALL
GRACE AUDITORIUM
SATURDAY, 16th DECEMBER

Book at Union Rooms

Don't Miss It!
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CAFETERIA
SHOWS PROFIT

The Manageress reporis
that several large sums of
money have been found in
the Cafe lately. Will those
concerned dash across and
lay their claim.

S

JOIN
THE
UNION
NOW
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WOT!
NO SCANDAL?

EX-TECH STUDENT

MISSING IN KOREA

Pilot 3, William P. Harrop, 26, a
fighter-pilot attached to Number 77
Squadron, R.A.AF., in Japan, who
was shot down over Korea recently,
is a former tech. student.

He erash landed a R.AAF. Mus-
tang several miles inside the Com-
munist lines after being struck by
anti-aiveraft fire. He had just com-
pleted an attack on targets north
of Waegwan.

Other pilots saw Harrop leave his
disubled plane apparently unhurt,
but later, he could not be seen when
a U.S. Air Toree Helicopter tried

to go to his rescuc.

Pilot Harrop was a Mechanical
Engineering Disploma student at
Svdney Technical College about
three years ago. He completed his
traineeship in mechanical engineer-
ing with the Clyde Engineering Co.
Ltd,, Granville N.S.W,, and was a
Mechanical Draughtsman with that
firm until he resigned to join the
R.AAY.

(I am sure that all students join
with me in hoping that Pilot Harrop
will return safe and sound.—Ed.).
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Technicalities

TAKE IN HEAD -. .. iaffluBe W

That the dark skinned individual
being seen round the Union Rooms
the Assistant Secretary, Esme
Mapperson. She has just spent her
holidays in the country of
Mt. Bogong in Vietoria.

15
sSnow

It does seem odd that one should
come back from a winter holiday
looking like a nigger.

That the fight for Diploma recog-
nition is being intensified as work
progresses on the Tech. Uny. Both

the Union and the Engineering
Graduates Division are making

representation and if we act quick-
ly and decisively enough, we may
be permitted some optimism on the
outeome,

This fight, by the way, is one
which is dear to the heart of the
administration also. Years of hard
work have gone into bringing our
Diplomas up to where they are to-
day, and the people responsible
want even less than we do to see
their work go for nothing.

Numerous folk .in the Union
Rooms were recently amazed to see
an array of kifchenware displayed
by the Nivisons Smiths. Some kind
friends had come aeross with some
very practical gifts, and both were
very pleased with the whole
thing . . .

That is until Ross found a baby’s
dummy in amongst the lot. RIE-
FRAIN—** . .. and I wish 1 was
single again, again.'’

Crack of the week at the class
reps. dinner. The sight of Heather

Todd eating so much fried vice
prompted one gallant to warn
“Wateh your waist, Heather."—

““As long as you don’t wateh it,
sir.”’

Brief though the FLAILCS, Art
Show was, all who saw it were
amazed at the high standard of the
entries. Two outstanding examples
were the head study, *‘Barvie’’,
which I believe was a sell portrait,
and the ftwo Hong portraits.

A bigger and better exhibition is
planned for next year.

I wonder how many of the Bush-
walkers are in the Union. They had
the rooms overflowing at a recent
meeting, and there were many un-
familiar faces amongst those pres-
ent.

It seems ounly fair that the Un-
ion Rooms should be used by the
Union members and not ‘‘ring-ins™’
on a large scale.

Would someone ecare to supply
some statistics,

How low can people get. Last
week John Presdee left his brief
case in the Union Rooms for a few
minutes. When he eame back it was
open and his fie was gone. If the
character who made off with it tries
this thing again, 1 hope for his
own sake that he’s not caught in
the aet.

CLASS REP DINNER A SUCCESS

On Saturday, September 11th =a
dinner was held at the Mandarin
Cafe in Pitt Street for the class
representatives,

This writer had not attended one
betore, and was looking forward to
same with some misgivings., Some
lifteen souls were present,. and as
the night wore on, I couldn’t help
but feel sorey lor those other poor
souls who were missing out on the
fun.

THE FOOD.
As the name suggests, the Mand-
arin has a enisine of definitely

oriental character, The meal itself
started with the arrival of the fish
—a lish—a mighty fish—which was
soon dispensed with, In quick sue-
cession followed a delight of sweet
ad sonr pork, prawn omlette (love
that stulf) chicken chow mien fried
rice, prawn eutlets and oh so many
wonderful things,

All these things were kept moving
with a delightful burgundy of which
there seemed a limitless supply, I
should mention at this point that
some of those present would have
been far better off with a large
dose of black coffee!

At this point I will also mention,
that all present had as much as
they could eat and drink for a very
reasonable 10/- per head. Mr. Chow
has at least one steady customer
us a result.

THOSE THERE.

Amongst those present were, Miss
Heather Todd, Union Publicity
Ollicer, who ate so mueh fried rice
she had me worried, Some sly fel-
low waintained  that  he'd never
seen any one get gigely on lemon-
ade before. Paul Kellett, the Union
Secretary was not gigeling but he
kept all amused by his adept ren-
dition of all the current pop tunes
ol those eountries just east and just
west of the Iron Curtain. Frank
Stevens had a wonderful tune, and
shouldn’t  really mention the
fact that all the plates finished up
in front of him—empty,

Bill Bailey and friend were pres-
eut also, Bill wearing a sweet little
fur evening wrap over a nice hlue
suit, The Nivison Smiths were there
also and Ross maintained a seepiical
attitude towards the food all even-
ing,

Mr. Chow imposed no time limit
on the party, and those who weren’t
off to shows stayed on and on and
on. . ..

HERE'S A POINT.

These dinuvers are a good nights
fun. A relatively inexpensive one
at that, and one which all people
could come to and not be afraid to
bring the girl friend. Those ladies
who were there had a most enjoy-
able time, and as one was heard
“Why you're all quite
normal”. We are, and this social
activity tends to keep it that way.

CASEY.

one

to confess

Buy at the

Union Store
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Mona Vale
Discussions

Laurie Doyle Recorded
the following:

Our group used the F:AT.C.S.
constifution as a starting point in
its discussion and looked at the
object particularly. We made the
following points:

1. All were agreed that student
co-operation was a valuable, if not
a necessary part of student life.
This applies in elasses particularly,
so why not on a broader plane i.e,
state, national and infernational.
Hence FLAT.CS. eonld do such a
Joh.

2. FAT.C.S. could foster the
principle of more correspondence
between students, internationally or
otherwise, This would foster the
spirit of infernationalism, and since
the students of today are the lead-
ers of tomorrow, a truly internation-
al outlook in the wyoung people of
the world wounld auger well for
peace amongst nations when these
young people come to administer
their countries,

3. The art show should be more
publicised—and those present thank-
ed LAUT.C.S. for explaining its full
impact.,

4. The exchange of books should be
furthered hy publicity in student
publications.

5. FLAT.CS. conld promote
investigate the possibilities of in-
ternational scholarships and pub-
licise those that are already in
existence.

6. F.AT.C.S.
the possibilities of institnting
national or state wide debating
competitions. This could further the
students speaking abilities and at
the same time air the problems of
the students.

could investigate

Frank Stevens reports:

After a long discussion on FLAT.
C.5,, what it stood for, what it was
doing, what it planned to do, our
diseussion centred on the theme of
what type of action I.AT.C.S. could
and should undertake.

We agreed that for any gains to
be made in regard to student con-
ditions it was absolutely necessary
tor all students throughout the
country to join together and pre-
sent with one strong voice their
over-all program for improvement
of education facilities. We believe
that if these demands are to be
noticed by the authorities it will be
absolutely necessary for F.AT.C.S
to take part in student political
activity.

We agreed that as there is some-
where in the vieinity of 120,000
tech. students in the Commonwealth
there is ample seope for the organis-
ation of a very strong national asso-
ciation incorporating and encourag-
ing such services as FLAT.C.S. has
already started eg. the book ex-
change and art exhibition.

We also agreed that it was most
desirable that F.AT.C.S. should

or

help in the formation of a truly
representative  national students
union representing students of every
type within the Commonwealth. Fur-
ther that F.AT.C.S., through a nat-
ional union of students, should affili-
ate with the LU.S. and similar
international vouth assoeiation and
give every assistance to these bodies
in the fight for student unity, liberty
of action, freedom of thought, world
peace and international understand-
ing.

We believe that FLAT.C.S. and
S.T.C.U, should  start a vigorous
campaign against the stifling of
stndent freedoms within the Teel.
College and thus attack at the base
the very attitude which is gradually
pushing us towards a third world
war, It is only with strong students
unions’ as its foundation that a
national or international organis-
ation gains the strength and vigour
that the students look for.

Allan McDonald says:

Amony many activities at the Mona
Vale Conference, under the patron-
age of W.AT.CS, was the now
familiar group conferences, The
iden is to split the whole camp
into groups, appoint group leaders,
and diseuss points of interest. The
group leader then reporls to a
weneral meeting of the eamp and
discussion then takes place on the
reports of each group. In (this
article, it is my intention to outline
the proceedings of one such group.
In other articles of this issue, no
doubt, the social side of the camp
will be reported. While on this
side I would like to say I believe
that socially the camp was a very
outstanding success. One comes to
this econclusion after hearing some
of the many stories floating around,
by things one actually saw and
heard and by the things one can
assume happened. I am convinced
that the Sydney Technical College
student is a confirmed night bird.
The quicker we get full daylight
training the better—perhaps then
some people will appreciate what
the darker hours are for.

In this particular group there
were about eight members. Due to
the partienlarly glorious weather
and other things, there was only
one session of diseussion of about
three hours. The general line of
this diseussion could be listed nnder
four headings viz.

1. Material and other Needs and
conditions that demand attention.

2. Type of Organisation best able
to do the job.

3. How this Organisation should
funetion.

4, How do S.T.C.U. and N.A.S.C.,
FAT.CS, and LU.S. fulfil these
requirements,

It was rather unfortunate that
the S.T.C.U. and the N.A.S.C. were
the only bodies represented at the
Conference. However some rather

interesting facts were gleaned from
the conference.

Under the first section it was
pointed ont that there were many
material needs demanding attention
at the S.T.C. Among these were the
desirability for a wveally decent
cafeteria, the availability of sport-
ing and recreational needs of which
at present there are none. Again
there are such things as the N.5.W,
University of Technology and its
effect on Diploma status. It was
agreed by all that many such things
as these can erop up at any time.

This group, after a great deal of
weighing the pros. and cons, decided
that it would be ideal to have a
national organisation, such as F.A.
T.C.S., with loeal bodies such as the
S.T.C.U.

The group thought that an all
out effort should be launched 1o
recruit new members. To help au
this it was suggested that diserim-
ination shounld exist between mem-
bers and non members of snech org-
anisations as the S.T.C.U. For in-
stance, the notes at present sold
at the Union Store could be sold
to non members at a higher price.

STOP PRESS....

R. NIVISON SMITH
RELATES:

This group eame to a number of
conelusions,  The Unilon had not
suflicient contaet with the stadents
due, to a great extent, the non
funetioning of the class reps. Means
such as Unity News were not used
enough to publicise the Union and
its aetivities and as a consequence
Union membership suffered.  The
Union Store, a funetion of major
importance, also received little pub-
lieity and, therefore, students, in
the main, were ignorant of its im-
portance.

This group realised the right of
assembly and speech of S.1.C, stud-
ents elubs within the College, and
maintains that, provided a club’s
cohstitution does not contravene the
existing laws of our society, the
Registray should permit the elub fo
funetion.

This group also maiutains the
right of student elub auntonomy and
thinks that a legal document should
be obtained from the administration
granting such autonomy.

The Union coustitution should be
more general and by-laws should be
drafted to cover particular points.

MR. HEFFRON IS OUT

Elsewhere in this issue appear several articles about our
Diplomas, their status, the Universily of Technology, and the
Union’s decision to send a deputation to the Minister of Edu-
cation to discuss there matters.

A letter was duly written asking for an appointment for
the said deputation, and it is with a feeling of great indigna-

tion that we print the Minister’s reply:

T am writing to acknowledge
receipt of your lefter dated 18th
instant wherein yvou requested that
[ meet a deputation to disenss your
Union’s aims and objectives with
regard to the status of the present
Diploma as affected by the estab-
lishment of the University of Tech-
nology.

I sincerely regret that my com-
mitments are such that | am unable
to set down a date in the near In-
ture on which to meet you. Perhaps,
in the first instance, you would eare
to set down in writing the matters
about which you are concerned. You
may rest assured that careful con-
sideration will be given to any sub-
missions made."’

To say that we are disappointed
at such an attitude, would be a
great understatement, and the Un-
ion Executive feels that such an
attitude can be put down to one
thing and one thing only—the Min-
isters’ ignorance of all the faets
behind our request for an aundience.

That Mr. Heffron is to blame for
such a state of affairs, is, possibly,
not his fault because a man in his
position must, of necessity, rely to
a great extent, on the opinions ol
the heads of those departments over
which he reigns,

However, in this matter, which is
of such vital importance to the
student, the college and to industry
itself, no one, most of all the Min-
ister, can afford to be unadvised—
or ill advised on the full facts and
their implications,

That he cannot find time to see
us at all is extremely regrettable
but what are we to think of him
and his ‘‘commitments’” when we

learn that he can find time to at-
tend a prize giving function in one
the trade departments within
this college.

Mr. Heffron's interest in this cer-
tain trade department is very eur-
indeed, because his augusf
present is generallv required at
Diploma functions only. If he ean
afford to devote time fo prize giv-

of

10us

ings, surely he could do likewise
with our deputation,
We are students, Mr. Heffron,

and we are people. We make yow
position necessary, and help pul you
into it. This Union is doing a job
for you in looking after all students
and their interests, and we deplore
sueh a lame excuse to side step so
important a matter as this depu-
tation on their behalf,

We admit the possibility that he
did not see our lefter and that he
can Justly claim  ignorance of
everything, However, this state of
affairs should be endured no longer
than necessary.

We suggest that for once he digs
up some faets for himself. All {he
facts be obtained if he were
to eome to us. Better still we want
to go to him—that's what the depu-
tation is for. It is mosi important
that he have all the facts—not as
supplied by his prejudiced advisors
but by the people who will be most
affecfed—namely the students,

We insist most emphatically that
he find time to see us in the inter-
ests of the students we represent—
in the interests of the Sydney
Technieal College and in the inter-
ests of industry itself—whiech—Mr,
Heffron, is in support of us and
our representation,

cian



