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What is Oxycodone? 
• Oxycodone is an opioid analgesic 

 
• Most commonly prescribed for pain relief 

 
• Depressant drug affecting the CNS slowing the 

messages between the brain and body 
 

• Medical practitioners and health workers intravenous 
concern 



Why was it reformulated? 
• Oxycontin® was reformulated from April 1, 2014 

 
• Reduce tampering to prevent unintended use such as 

injecting and snorting 



Key findings comparing NSW and 
National data 



Some key findings from NSW 
• Main brand reported by participants was Oxycontin® (35%).   

• Significantly more (p< 0.05) participants in NSW are reporting 

oxycodone is ‘more difficult’ to obtain than the previous year. 

• Nineteen percent report the street price of oxycodone has 

increased in the last six months. 



Key Expert Opinion 
• Varying reports from Key Experts (KE’s) 

 
• New challenges for health ‘key experts’ (KE’s) in the 

management of oxycodone injection/use 
 
• Original Oxycontin® injection/use is becoming less frequent  

 
 
 



Summary 
• The Oxycontin® reformulation was introduced in April 2014. 

• Some clients continue to use to reformulated Oxycontin® 

intravenously. 



Summary (con’t) 

• The reformulation of Oxycontin® has altered the nature of injecting advice provided 

by health KE’s.  

• The introduction of reformulated Oxycontin® in April 2014 means any long-term 

benefits amongst users are not immediately evident. 

 





NPS and Policy in NSW 
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2013 2014 
Used NPS 59% Used NPS 40% 

Used Synth 
Cannabinoid 

25% Used Synth 
Cannabinoid 
 

3% 

2C-B 25% 2C-B 21% 

DMT 9% DMT 11% 

DXM 7% NBOMe 9% 

NSW EDRS Sample 



Legal Illegal Unsure 

2C-B 3% 56% 41% 

2C-I - 37% 63% 

DMT 1% 73% 26% 

Mephe-
drone 2% 42% 56% 

If all NPS became illegal 
in the future, would 
that stop you either 
using or starting to use 
them? 

Yes : 2% 
No : 92% 
Unsure : 4% 

Perceptions of Legality in 
NSW 2014 



Summary 
• Since the Drugs and Poisons Legislation Amendment we have seen a 

significant decrease in the use of both NPS and synthetic cannabinoids.  
 
 

• High proportions of people with correct perceptions of their illegality. 
 
 

• However the majority said they would not stop using these substances 
based on their criminalisation. 
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