
BEES Honours Information Session
2024



Highlights of the Night

• 4:00-4:30   Introductory presentation to BEES Honours

• 4:30-5:00   Parade of Academics

• 5:00-5:30   Panel of Past and Current Honours Students

• 5:30-6:00   Refreshments and mingling



Who are we?

Honours Coordinators

Student Enquiries
Faye Mo

beesinfo@unsw.edu.au

Dr. David Hutchinson
david.hutchinson@unsw.edu.au

Dr Mariana Mayer-Pinto
m.mayerpinto@unsw.edu.au



Who to contact?

• ALL RELEVANT INFO – BEES Honours website

➢ https://www.bees.unsw.edu.au/honours





Who to contact?

• LOGISTICS – requirements, enrolment 

➢ Faye Mo, Student Enquiries

• PROJECT – potential research ideas

➢ Potential supervisors

➢ We have introduced a 1-3 preference system for requesting 

supervisors. Highly recommended to contact them first.



What is the Honours year about?

• Highest level of training in 

an undergraduate degree 

• Specialised and advanced 

research

• Produce an original piece of 

research (your thesis)





Why do Honours?

• To learn from passionate scientists through one-on-

one supervisory arrangements

• To develop your research and professional skills

• Project management

• Creative thinking – it’s your own project

• Technical and analytical skills

• Written and oral communication

• To improve your employment opportunities and 

earning potential



• To pursue your intellectual curiosity 

• To challenge yourself and direct your own research

• To do something really fun 

(diving, animal trapping, hanging out in the desert, getting 

those assays to run, finding meaning in computer code) 

• To decide whether to pursue a career in research

Why do Honours?



• Select a research area of interest – 

• What classes / teachers have you liked?

• What skills do you want to learn?

• Do you have a favourite subject or taxon?

• Use our staff website to 

see who’s working in that 

general area of research

How to find a supervisor and project



• ADVERTISED 
https://www.unsw.edu.au/science/our-
schools/bees/student-life-
resources/honours/honours-projects

How to find a supervisor and project



• NOT ADVERTISED – Many do not advertise, but will discuss 
options

- BEES Academics 

- BEES Research Staff and PostDocs

-   External: Aust Museum, NSW Government, Royal Botanical 
Gardens, etc. 

How to find a supervisor and project



- BEES Research Centres



How to find a supervisor and project

• Set projects vs. student 

input – be open to both 

options

• what interests you

• your transcript

• ask for an appt

•  Coffee with Supervisors 2024  (starting tomorrow) 

• Faye will email the Google Spreadsheet with video links to  
supervisors



• Ideal project should be: 

– AWESOME!!

– data rich

– clear objective

– potential & TIME for thought & analysis

• Think about:

– interests, supervisor, skills, employment

– your abilities and skills

– limitations/commitments (work, family, etc.)

How to find a supervisor and project





Important people in your Honours

• Honours coordinators – oversee program, schedule 

Professional skills, manage assessments

• Supervisor(s) – guide you through research, provide 

training on techniques, provide feedback on 

proposal/ thesis drafts

• Examiners (x2) – Mark proposal/ thesis and provide 

constructive feedback

• Your peers – Support and advice network



The actual Honours year 

The Breakdown 

• Professional Skills, Week 1 

• Research Proposal (12.5%)  4500 words

• Thesis (82.5%)   8000 words, scientific paper

• Final Seminar and Interview (5%)



Honours grading

Honours 1st class:   85 or greater

 = Solid science, expert knowledge of the field, in depth 

interpretation and synthesis of results, publication-quality

 

Honours Class 2 Division 1: 75 to 84

 = short-comings of science, limited interpretation and 

synthesis, poor writing

Honours Class 2 Division 2: 65 to 74

= large errors in data collection, analysis or interpretation

 

Honours Class 3 or Pass: below 65

= severe inadequacies in understanding / critical skills, 

organisation and presentation



Planning your year

• PLANNING, PLANNING, PLANNING 

• Fieldwork: when, how much, constraints, ethics, 
people, cost, paperwork

• Analysis: 

– lab based → equipment, time frames for sample 
analyses, training

– Desk based → computer programs, training

• Writing: how long will it take, how many drafts, 
feedback



Planning your year

• YOUR RESPONSIBILITY

– Self-directed, self-motivated study

• MANAGE YOUR SUPERVISOR

– Expectations FROM your supervisor

– Expectations OF your supervisor

– Things to consider: frequency of meetings, 
deadlines of drafts and feedback



Where to from Honours?

• Further research – scholarship application for PhD

• Workforce

– Professional Development Opportunities



Next steps

This all sounds great! How do I get started?

1. Go to the BEES honours website → Science website

2. Check you meet the requirements (student office)

3. Think about what you want to research - look at 
advertised projects and supervisor websites

4. Coffee with Supervisors or individual meetings

5. Find a supervisor / project and make 3-preference list

6. Apply! DEADLINE for 

- T1 2025 start : Thursday 31st October 2024





PARADE OF ACADEMICS
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