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Dear Committee Secretary, 

Submission: Australia's Youth Justice and Incarceration System 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide a submission to this important inquiry. Yuwaya 

Ngarra-li is the long-term community-led partnership between the Dharriwaa Elders Group 

(DEG) and the University of New South Wales (UNSW). Our submission has a specific focus 

on b) the over-incarceration of First Nations children, to provide insights and outcomes from 

a holistic community-led model of youth diversion focused on reducing the criminalisation 

and improving the positive life pathways of Aboriginal children and young people that we 

have been developing in Walgett in remote north-west NSW. 

The Dharriwaa Elders Group and Yuwaya Ngarra-li partnership 

The DEG is an association of Aboriginal Elders that provides leadership on a range of 

community development and cultural activities in Walgett, established in 2000 in response to 

local community priorities and aspirations. Working closely with the Walgett Aboriginal 

Medical Service (WAMS), DEG has been actively engaged in advocacy and research over 

the past two decades. After collaboration on a research study investigating the 

criminalisation and incarceration of Aboriginal people with mental health disorders and 

cognitive disability from 2011-2015, the DEG invited UNSW to work with them to address 

their long-term vision for positive social change in their community in what has become the 

'Yuwaya Ngarra-li' (YN) partnership. 
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Yours sincerely, 

/-L�-?X_, 
Sandra Suey-Thorne A/Prof Ruth McCausland 

Speaker, Dharriwaa Elders Group UNSW Director, Yuwaya Ngarra-li 
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