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Preliminary estimates indicate 
that there were 1,819 overdose 
and other drug-induced deaths 

in 2022 (excluding deaths 
caused by alcohol and tobacco).

More than three in five 
overdose and other drug-
induced deaths occurred 

among males.

Overdose and other drug-
induced deaths were most 
common among 45-54 and 

35-44 year olds.

63% 37%

Most 
common 
psychosocial risk factor 
in drug-induced deaths
was
PERSONAL HISTORY 
OF SELF HARM (12%)

Preliminary data indicate 1,780 
alcohol-induced deaths in 

2022, equating to a rate of 6.2 
deaths per 100,000 people, the 

highest across the course of 
monitoring. 

The 
majority
of all 
drug overdose deaths 
occurred 
at 
HOME (78%) 
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Drug-induced
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The rate of overdose deaths 
involving natural and semi-

synthetic opioids was lower in 
2022 compared to 2021.

The estimated rate of overdose 
deaths involving heroin in 

2022 was similar to the rate 
in 2020; the rate in 2021 was 

significantly lower.

The rate of overdose deaths 
involving cannabinoids was 
lower in 2022 compared to 

2021, aligning with an overall 
decrease since 2018.
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The 
majority 
of drug-induced deaths 
were due to 
UNINTENTIONAL 
DRUG OVERDOSE
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OVERDOSE

DEATHS

CANNABINOIDS

deaths per 100,000 people 

0.260.41
2021 2022

0.44
2020

2.0

HEROIN

deaths per 100,000 people 

1.4
2021 2022

2.0
2020

NATURAL & 
SEMI-SYNTHETIC 

OPIOIDS

deaths per 100,000 people 

1.61.9
2021 2022

1.9
2020

There were five overdose and 
other drug-induced deaths per 
day among Australians, which 
is around 1% of all registered 
deaths in Australia in 2022.

5 per Drug-induced
DEATHS2022 DAY

The preliminary rate of overdose 
and other drug-induced deaths 

in 2022 was similar to the revised 
rate in 2021; these rates are likely 

to further increase with data 
revisions.

per 100,000 Australian population
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Opioids were the most 
commonly identified 

substances involved in drug 
overdose deaths. 

Opioids
Antiepileptic, sedative-
hypnotic and anti-
parkinsonism drugs

Amphetamine-type 

Antidepressants

Antipsychotics and 
neuroleptics 
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SUBSTANCE 
INVOLVEMENT

The 
largest 
percentage  of 
drug-induced deaths 
occurred in residents of 
THE MOST 
DISADVANTAGED 
AREAS (32%) 

The majority of overdose and 
other drug-induced deaths 
occurred in major city areas.
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Remote 
and very 
remote
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REMOTENESS 

The rate of overdose deaths 
involving amphetamine-type 
stimulants was similar in 2021 

and 2022.

AMPHETAMINE-TYPE
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deaths per 100,000 people 
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